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PREFACE. 


THE following Eſſay is extracted 
from a French book, entitled ec Eſſay 
« ſur la Felicitẽ de la Vie à venir, par 
C. L. de Villette. The Tranſlator 
has ſelected thoſe parts alone which 
ſeemed moſt calculated to awaken ſuch 
ideas of the life to come, as it appears 
to have been the Author's principal 
aim to produce; and has ventured to 
make ſome alterations and additions. 
Io familiarize the joys of heaven 
to our imagination, without degrading 
them by too cloſe a compariſon with 
I dur 
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our preſent pleaſures;—to place them 
in ſuch a point of view, as to warm 
the heart without dazzling the under- 
ſtanding; to repreſent our occupa- 
tions in the celeſtial abodes, as hold- 
ing ſuch affinity with our earthly 
purſuits, that, in order to be admitted 
to the privileges of the former, we 
muſt obſerve the ſtricteſt rectitude in 
the obj ects of the latter;—to direct our 
views in every event-beyond the nar- 
row bounds of time, to a happy eter- 
nity, where that which is in part ſhall 
be ſwallowed up in that which is per- 
fect; - theſe are the views of the Tranſ- 
lator, as they Wy were thoſe of 
the Author. 

It 
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PREFACE. vii 
It muſt indeed be acknowledged, 
that, after all our endeavours to de- 
ſcribe the joys of heaven, our mortal 
underſtanding can never acquire an 
adequate idea of that glorious ſtate, 
in which we ſhall be partakers of the 
divine nature, and be conformed to 
the image of Chriſt. But nothing 
ſurely can ſo effectually detach us from 
low purſuits, and unworthy inclina- 
tions, or inſpire the true Chriſtian 
with gratitude and moderation in proſ- 
perity, with reſignation and fortitude 
in adverſity, with humble and ardent 
piety, univerſal benevolence, and every 
virtue becoming a being deſtined for 
immortality, and a profeſſor of the 


golpel 
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goſpel of Chriſt, as the habit of re- 
flecting on thoſe ſuperior enjoyments 
which the ſoul will experience, when, 
the veil of mortality being withdrawn, 
we ſhall ſee Gop * face to face,” and 
partake of that *« fulneſs of joy "wich 
is in his preſence for evermore. 
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To prove the ſuperiority of our immortal 
to our mortal ſtate; to aſſert that the body 
will be puriſied by death from its natural 
imperfections, and be raiſed ſpiritual and per- 
fect, and chat the faculties of the ſoul will 
acquire a nearer reſemblance to that pure 
ſpirit from whom they proceed, would be an 
uſeleſs attempt; ſince to thoſe who examine 
the words of eternal life, theſe truths are 
inconteſtibly evident. But what the changes 
will be, which ſhall then take place in us, 
$1." | B is 
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is ; ſeldom enquired; and they are by many 
people conſidered as inconceivable, not only 
in their degree, but in their nature alſo. 
That with regard to the former, they far ex- 
ceed all which we can imagine, is clear from 


the words of Scripture: © Eye hath not 


“ ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
ce into the heart of man, the things which 
«© Gop hath prepared for them that love 


© « him. - Beloved, now are we the ſons of 


op; but it doth not yet appear what 


ec we ſhall be.”+ But J apply theſe paſſages 
to their degree alone; and it is the object 


of the following Eſſay to prove, that the 


knowledge we have of the nature of the 


univerſe, and of the ways of Gop, as re- 
vealed to us in the goſpel, my farniſh us 


A 


| * x Cor. ii. 9. ain babe, 4." 
+ x John ill. 2. See alſo 2 Cor. xii. 2. | 
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wirh ſtrong reaſons to be perſuaded, that 


we ſhall poſſeſs in heaven our preſent facul- 
ties, and enjoy many of our preſent plea- 
ſures, though improved and refined beyond 
all human conception. 

It may be alleged, that an acquaintance 
with the nature of that happineſs, which we 


hope to enjoy in a future ſtate, is of no im- 


portance to us, provided it really merits the 


moſt ardent deſires of a rational creature; 


and that a perfect conviction, that he who 


knows and has power over all, will render 


us happy, forms a motive more than ſuffi- 
cient to induce us to undertake every thing, 
to facrifice every thing, in obedience to his 
commands, Yet, if he permits us to dif- 
cover, in ſome degree, what thoſe rewards 
are which © he hath prepared for them that 
love him,“ our imagination will come in 
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aid of our duty, and we ſhall meditate with 


tranſport on the ſcenes of future bliſs, which 


in thoſe moments of elevation, when the 


heart is lifted up to the Fountain of Happi- 


-neſs, we may in ſome meaſure be ſaid to 


anticipate. But, on the other hand, too 
diſtin& a view of the celeſtial regions would 
be productive of many evils. It would ren- 
der this world a ſtate of miſery, by the im- 
patience it would raiſe in us to arrive at that 
period, when mortality ſhall be ſwallowed 
up of life. Beſides, our imagination, being 

thus forcibly captivated with ſuch an en- 
chanting proſpect, muſt almoſt deprive us 
of the freedom of action in our purſuit of 
virtue. The motives to perſevere in the 
great work of our falvation would be ſo 


ſtrongly impreſſed on our minds, that thoſe 
painful exertions which conltitute. our vir- 


gui”. 
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| rue, thoſe trials which prove its conſtancy, 


would no longer deſerve theſe titles; and we 


| ſhould derive no merit from actions, the re- 


wards of which were ſet before us in a light 
too powerful to reſiſt. This would deſtroy 
the ſource of one of our greateſt pleaſures, 

We frequently complain of the difficulties 
attendant on all our attainments, both mental 
and corporeal; yet it may be eaſily proved, 
that in moſt caſes this pretended cauſe for 


complaint ought to be a ſubject of gratitude, 


In every ſituation the Creator has provided 
for us a ſatisfaction and joy, reſulting from 
our free agency, and from our own exer- 


tions. Even in our moſt trifling amuſements, 


and yet more in thoſe things on which our 
happineſs principally depends, we could not 
be deprived of the privilege of deliberating, 
chuſing, and acting with freedom, without 
s > Wh loſing 
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vi INTRODUCTION. 
loſing what is moſt ſolid and precious in the 
benefits beſtowed on us. Yet Gop, through 
the greatneſs of his mercy, has offered to 
our reſearches ſuch an inſight into the glories 
of his preſence, as to induce us ardently to 
deſire © an inheritance among the ſaints in 
8 | | 

It is evident, from experience, that when 
we do not negle& our faculties, the know- | 
ledge we acquire, the virtuous affections, 
the happy inclinations, the laudable habits, 
which we fortify, are far more powerful 
than the counterpoiſe of criminal deſires; 
and thar our ideas of the great Gop, when 
we are frequently occupied in contemplating 
him, triumph conſiderably over all thoſe in 


which the moſt fertile imagination can paint 
the objects of this world. If we have not 
too often, and too long, loſt ſight of theſe 


auguſt 
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auguſt ideas, they reſtrain the violence of 
our moſt impetuous paſſions, and divert the 
current of our moſt dangerous inclinations; 
*till, by degrees, they change our whole 
heart, re-eſtabliſh all our good diſpoſitions, 


and plant virtue in all thoſe ſecret receſſes 
where vice had flouriſhed before. 


If it be true, that from our entrance into 


the world, from the commencement of our 


diſcipline, every thing points out to us the 
way of true felicity, and that, if at the firſt 
ſtep we take the right path, every thing en- 
gages and encourages us more and more to 
purſue it; it is true alſo, (and it is a very 
remarkable and a very conſoling obſervation) 


that Gon, infinitely wiſe and good, has 


hazarded our happineſs no farther than was 


neceſſary to preſerve our free- agency, the 


ſoul of all enjoyment. 
It 
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It follows then, that thus ſupported by a 
ſure and certain hope, we may be enabled 
to endure with patience unto the end all thoſe 
trials of mortality which {ball be ſucceeded 
by eternal happineſs.* Let us ſuppoſe all 
the evils we can ſuffer to be collected over 
us, thoſe at-leaſt which we do not bring 
upon ourſelves, they would occupy only a 
very ſmall part of our life; they do not ar- 
rive altogether; they are blended with many 
comforts; they may be conſtantly alleviated 
by the pleaſure of ſelf-approbation; by the 
ſentiment of an affectionate obedience, of an 
humble reſignation, to the will of that ado- 
rable Being whom we love with our whole 
foul; and they are almoſt abſorbed in that 
faith, which is as an anticipated poſſeſſion of 


things hoped for.“ 
* Matth. xxiv. 133 & xxv. 46. Rom. ii. 7. | +Ueb. mis | 
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St. Peter lays it down as an evident fact, 
that a faithful chriſtian is alſo joyful. He 
does not ſay to thoſe to whom he addreſſes 


his epiſtle. In believing on the Son of Gon 
I beſeech you rejoice, but, Ye do re- 
& jJoice with joy unſpeakable; and it ought | 
to be remarked, that at the time in which 
St. Peter wrote to them in this manner, they 
were threatened with various evils, from the 
abſolute power of the Gentiles, and the im- 
placable fury of the Jews. | 

In the moments of attentive meditation, a 
chriſtian cannot be inſenſible to the mercies 
of Gop in his beloved Son; and if he has 
not one of thoſe extraordinary diſpoſitions 
which nothing can move, he muſt be ſtrongly 
affected by them. If we could conſtantly 
_ preſerve this happy ſtate of mind, we ſhould 
be in the moſt. deſirable ſituation to which 
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we could afpire here below; but this is not 
the caſe: the chriſtian, ſo lately penetrated 
with celeſtial joy, again becomes a feeble 
mortal, who mourns and rejoices for trifles. 
In ſpite of the reſiſtance of the underſtand- 
ing, in ſpite of the aſcendancy of the ſub- 
limeſt ſentiments, the mechaniſm of our 
body, its unforeſeen diſorders, produce un- 
happy variations, which an over-ſtrained 
ſeverity regards as incompatible with zealous 
piety and ſolid virtue. Vet theſe humilia- 
ting inconſiſtencies will not prove that we 
do not love our heavenly Father and merci- 
ful Redeemer, that we do not truſt and re- 
joice in him; but theſe glorious ſentiments 
require to be frequently awakened, extend- 
ed, and more firmly eſtabliſhed. 

Our natural ea gerneſs after preſent plea- 
ſures, which ſo often leads us into folly, 
| | forms 
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forms on this occaſion a motive to employ 
all our cares, all our efforts, to perfect this 
important work. The tranquillity, the ſtate 
of peace and contentment, which I have 
Juſt mentioned, is an immediate actual bleſs- 
ing, and it is an ineſtimable one; it adds a 
charm to all our innocent pleaſures, which 
infinitely ſurpaſſes their intrinſic value. With- 
out that tranquillity, founded on an immove- 
able baſis; without that permanent ſatisfac- 
tion which has its ſource in our own boſom, 
and depends on no exterior obje&; all which 
the world calls pleaſure is generally accom- 
panied by a frightful train of reproaches, 
_ regrets, and afflictions; while this happy 
ſtate of mind can convert the moſt inſignifi- 
cant recreation, the moſt triflin g amuſement, 
into a real, a conſiderable bleſſing. 
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Ihe moſt inſipid day of the man who re- 
joices in Go, is infinitely preferable to the 
moſt brilliant, the moſt fortunate day, of 
the ambitious or the voluptuous. But be- 
hold this man bleſſed from above; behold 
him either in © the courts of the Lord, or 
in a choſen retreat, where, abſtracting his 
thoughts from all terreſtrial objects, and in- 

viting thoſe which conſtitute the meaſure of 
| his heart to appear before his ſoul, he fills 
it with celeſtial joy; then you will exclaim 
with him, and with the Pfalmiſt, O Lord! 
a day in thy courts is better than a thou- 
* ſand elſewhere:ꝰ r then you will not be 
ſurpriſed at David's ardent ſpiritual thirſt - 
after God, f at the unutterable aſpirations of 
de * at che ee joy of St. Peter, 


rt. lxxxiv. 2. + Pſa. Rani. 10. p 1 Pla. All. 2. 
20 Ran with a3, || x Pet. i. 8. 
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at * that peace which paſſeth all underſtand- 
« ing:”* expreſſions which many regard 
either as poetically figurative, or as extrava- 
gancies proceeding from the warmth of an 
eaſtern imagination. It is true that the de- 
gree of this joy depends greatly upon the 
conſtitution, and upon che force and delicacy 
of certain faculties or qualities of the mind; 
conſequently thoſe who are ſuſceptible of 
ſtrong and lively emotions, would do wrong 
to judge from their own feelings of the rea- 
liry, the ſincerity, the conſtancy, or the 
piety of others; but thoſe who cannot feel 
theſe emotions, ought not to conſider as error 
or weakneſs, a — ſo noble and ſo 
enviable. 

Every one may, if I do not deceive my- 
ſelf, regard as. moral truths the e e 


1 0 | 
# Phil. iv. 7. 


. Bots 
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Firſt; If that j joy with which we are in- 
ſpired by our love of Gop, and of his Son 
Jzsvs CHRIST, is not with the generality of 
chriſtians abſolutely an unſpeakable joy; at 
I. leaſt it is ſometimes ardent, and it almoſt 
conſtantly produces a ſtate of peace, of con- 
fidence, of con tent, to which no ſituation 
merely worldly or terreſtrial can approach. 
Sometimes indeed it may be ſuſpended in the 
confuſion of buſineſs, abſorbed in the an- 
guiſh of affliction, or baniſhed for ſome mo- 
ments by the petulant impatience of a quick 
and warm temper but it ſoon regains its 
| aſcendancy, and re-eſtabliſhes a prudent tran- 

quillity. Where theſe effects do not appear, 
that chriſtian diſpoſition does not exiſt; and 
thoſe who do not poſſeſs it, and yet believe 
that they ate chriſtians, deceive themſelves, 
and take for real * what has only the ap- 

3 pearance 
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pearance of it; or thoſe paſſions, © which 


ce war againſt the ſoul,”* obtain frequent 


victories over their feeble virtue, and they 

abandon themſelves to fooliſh projects and 
* hurtful defires. In this caſe, aſſuredly they 
cannot expect to feel that celeſtial joy; and 
the ſame principles which ought to produce 
and nouriſh it, will cauſe in its place a de- 


jection and terror, which even incredulity 


_ Itſelf does not always experience. I do not 
mean to include thoſe, who, with the ſin- 


L * 


cereſt piety, and the beſt diſpoſitions, are 


afflicted with doubts and diſtractions. Theſe 


are frequently owing to ſome corporeal dif- 


order, which oppreſſes the faculties of the 


mind, and diſturbs its tranquillity, ' Some- 
times indeed the cauſe is unknown to us; but 
we may truſt to that merciful Saviour, who 
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has aid, * Come unto me, all ye that labour, 
* and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
«© reſt.* : Thoſe doubts which afflit us here, 
will be removed in a future ſtate; though 
now we know but in part, then ſhall we 
& know even as wWe are known. f G0 
&« ſhall wipe away all tears from our eyes, 
6“ and there ſhall be no more ſorrow.” t 

\ Secondly; If we would aſſure ourſelves 
that our joy is ſolid, that it is adequate to 
the greatneſs of its cauſe, that it expreſſes 
how ſtrongly we are affected by that faith 
which we profels to be planted in our hearts, 
how deeply we are penetrated with admira- 
tion, love, gratitude, confidence, and hope; 
let us beware of truſting to tranſient emo- 
tions; they may be deceitful. We can only 


judge of this joy from its ordinary and con- 


„Matth. xi. 28. f 1 Cor. xiii 12. f Rev. XXI. 4. 
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ant effects. The chriſtian in whom it 
dwells: knows nothing, I do not only day 
which can equal it, but which can bear a 


compariſon with it. He therefore makes a 


| firm reſolution to: baniſh immediately all joy, 


with which this is inconſiſtent. He knows 
that it has its ſource, not in a fruitleſs con- 
templation of the favours of the Moſt High, 


and of his great deſigns for the happineſs 

of the human race, but in an active admi- 
ration, a gratitude: fruitful in good works, 
a pure taſte for, and a firm attachment to; 


every thing laudable, honourable, juſt and 


_ amiable; in ſhort, in employing his cares 
and exertions to. cultivate and ſtrengthen in 
himſelf all thoſe noble principles of virtue 


which Gop has formed within him, and all 
the ſalutary knowledge which he has afford- 
ed him. When the leaſt danger threatens 
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his conſcience, all the powers of his ſoul 
are exerted to avoid it. Animated alſo by 
his preſent happineſs, he labours, not with | 
painful efforts, but with joyful ardour, to 
eſtabliſh and augment it; imploring that 
aſſiſting grace, which will ever be vouch- 
ſafed to thoſe who ſeek its aid with ſincerity 
of heart and pious confidence. If any | 
« of you lack wiſdom, let him aſk of Gop, 
ho giveth to all men liberally, and up- 
« braideth not; and it ſhall be given him. mY 
&« He hath ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor 
c forfake thee. So that we may boldly ſay, 
the Lord is my helper, and I will not fear 
« what man doeth unto me. 


" # Jamesi.5, * + Heb. xili. 5 and. 
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HAPPINESS 
OF THE 


LIFE TO COME. 


PART I 


IN a comparative view of our preſent and 
future ſtate of exiſtence, my obſervations 


will be chiefly compriſed under two heads: 


| Knowledge and Sentiment; the firſt relative 


to the powers. of the underſtanding, the 


ſecond to the affections of the heart. I ſhall ' 
firſt enlarge on the imperfections of theſe 


faculties, and of the pleaſures which- we de- 
rive from chem in this life; and then endea- 
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vour to explain what their improvements will 
probably be in that which is to come. I be- 
gin with the powers of the underſtanding. 
Ĩ be poſitive evils which attend our pro- 
greſs through this ſtate of trial are ſenſibly 
felt by every human being. Pain and ſick- 
neſs, ſorrow and diſappointment, are at times 
the lot of all; but there are ſufferings of a 
different kind, of which the moſt cultivated 
minds are moſt ſuſceptible, as they are per- 
ceived and felt in proportion to the delicacy 
of our taſte, and the improvement of our 
mental powers. 
We may place in the rank of intellectual 
evils the natural imperfection of our facul- 
ties. Our underſtanding and memory are 
weak, and various inevitable impediments 


prevent us from employing theſe talents to 


* utmoſt. Eſtabliſhed errors, inſtructors 
who 


K 


THE LIFE TO COME 233 


who teach ill or (if we are reduced to pro- 
ceed without a guide) the want of proper 


means to inform ourſelves; and various cir- 


cumſtances of life, which prevent us from 


attaining thofe acquirements for which we 


have the greateſt inclination; in a word, innu- 


merable accidents, and unfavourable events, 


either turn us aſide from the truth, or permit 


us to diſcern it only through an obſcure and 


perplexing medium. 
If any perſon ſhould be ſurpriſed that there 


are ſo few people in the world who make a 


progreſs in elegant and uſeful knowledge, I 


mtreat him only to conſider how rare is the 


advantage of an uninterrupted and regular 


meditation; how many neceſſities or diſor- 


ders derange or retard our reſearches. 


By the tyranny of man alſo, we frequently 


ſublime 
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of knowledge is univerſal; and yet whole 
nations, almoſt all che nations of the world, 
ſhamefully enſlaved by prejudice, and proud 
of their infatuation, perſiſt with an inyincible 
obſtinacy in a dark and intricate path, and 


"M7 frequently only ard fanhet,; into error; 
; 3" Of perhaps, farisfied- With the labours of 
"theirs predeceſſors, ang abandoning them- 


ſelves to an unmanly. indolence, they enquire 
no further: they know already all which 
they deſire. Not content with indulging this 


unworthy. inactivity, they oppoſe. the exer- 


tions of thoſe noble individuals, Who, anima- 
ted by an ardent love of truth, dare to ſhake 
off ſuch diſnonourable and dangerous fetters, 
and endeavour to deliver others from them. 
We may rank amongſt mental evils choſe 
ahh, ow the natural influence of the body 


upon 
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upon the mind, are occaſioned by can 


diſorders. Pain and ſickneſs not only fre- 


quently betray us into a reſtleſſneſs and im- 


patience of ſpirit, which it requires the 
ſtricteſt watch over ourſelves to avoid, but 
often, by deranging thoſe finer parts which 
more immediately act upon the mental pow- 


ers, produce the moſt deplorable effects, and 
_ degrade the faculties. of the immortal foul 
almoſt to a level with the inſtin& of the beaſts 
that periſh. To this we may add, that de- 
jection of mind, that penſive ſadneſs, the 


cauſe of which cannot be diſcovered either 


in the ſoul itſelf or in any external event; and 
which, therefore, can be ſuppoſed to pro- 
ceed only from ſome corporeal derangement, 


which, without this grievous effect, would 
have remained imperceptible. We frequently 
ſee, an even more frequently. than elſe- 


5 3 BL | where, 
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where, in theſe happy climates, where li- 
berty and enlightened reaſon eminently pre- 
vail, perſons of an excellent underſtanding, 
perfectly regular in their manners, rich in 
advantages both of nature and fortune, —fall 
into a deep melancholy, which they pro- 
nounce to be inſurmountable. Nothing gives 


them pleaſure: every thing wearies them. 


But are we very certain that no afflictive 
event has befallen them? Yes, they them- 
ſelves confeſs it. Every thing around ſmiles 
upon them as before. It is, therefore, an 
internal and inſenſible diſorder which thus 
affects their intellectual faculties. © The cor- 
« ruptible body preſſeth down the ſoul, and 
the earthly tabernacle weigheth down the 
“mind that muſeth upon many things. And 
< hardly do we gueſs aright at things that are 
upon earth; and with labour do we find the 

5 | | ce things | 
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Ks things chat a are before us: but the things 
ee that are in heaven mo hath ſearched 
& gut?” * | 
Particular Greene vary infinitely the 
evils of the mind. It is very ſeldom thar 
our buſineſs, our profeſſion, our way of life, 
the perſons with whom we are acquainted, 


the country which we inhabit, the fortune, 


the employment, the rank which we poſſeſs, 


anſwer to our inclinations and ideas, One 
man, whoſe deſtiny confines him in country 


almoſt deſert, thinks continually of the hap- 


pineſs which the citizen of a capital enjoys: 


whilſt the ſame citizen, overpowered with 


buſineſs, and tormented with cares, envies 
the peaceable retreat of che inhabitant of the 
But our greateſt evils are cauſed by our 
paſſions, If we yield to them in the ſmalleſt 
© Wiſdom 1 ix. 15, 76. degree, 
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degree, they become to the ſoul what violent 
paroxyſms are to the body; and, however 
nobly we may ſubdue them, there is at leaſt 
a time in which they make us ſuffer ;— he 
time of combar. DOE tires hn es 

- Our defires and averſions, 11 eds to 
all kinds of advantages or evils, real or ima- 
ginary, are the ſources of innumerable vexa- 
tions and afflictions. They are often at- 
tended with alarms and fears, with regard 
both to the preſent life and to that which i is to 
come. We fear for our poſſeſſons, reputa- 
tion, health, and life; we intereſt ourſelves 
eee eee 
we place our deſires on improper objects, 
and theſe deſires torment us; we love what 
does not deſerve our regard, and ſooner or 
later we find reaſon to be aſhamed of i it; we 


regret n. an n object which o_ but 
very 


ö 


iF 


"THE LIFE TO COME, | * - oy 


very imperfectly contribute to our happineſs; | 
we fear that which may never happen, we 


hope for that which can ſcarcely ever hap- 
pen. Ideas which ſtrike the imagination, 
cauſe torments as real, and ſometimes much 
more ſevere than the evil which we thus re- 
preſent to ourſelves would be in itſelf; and 


wie are puniſhed for encouraging extrava- 


gant hopes, by the diſappointments which 


follow them. Add to theſe, diſſentions, | 


quarrels, jealouſies, afflitions- of every kind, 


which often, in this corrupt world, neither 


prudence nor probity can prevent; and laſtly : 


the evils of conſcience; infinitely more ende N 


than all the reſt. 


= Frequently it is neither to our own follies; - 


nor to thoſe of others, that we owe our men⸗ 
tal evils. This is a fact which I was unwil- 


ling to confound with the preceding general 


2 retielions. 
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reflections. To be happy, we muſt have in- 
clinations; and how often does it happen 
that it is not in our power to gratify them. 
Add to this, the well-grounded fear of many 
other real and inevitable evils; the actual loſs 
of many advantages, which reaſon and the 
ſweeteſt affections of the heart concur to ren- 
der precious; and we ſhall confeſs, that the 
moſt moderate, cautious, and virtuous men, 
are expoſed to numerous painful emotions. 
Aſſuredly the ſpiritual part of our felicity 
(permit me to call it the health and eaſe of 
the ſoul) depends upon a much greater va- 
riety of circumſtances, than the eaſe and 
| health of the body, and its ſecret ſprings are 


much more delicate. In a long life, there are | 
weeks, months, and ſometimes years, which 


are not diſtinguiſhed by any corporeal dif- 
order; inſtead of which, few days paſs over 


0 Our 


o 
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our heads unmarked by ſome mental pain or 
uneaſmeſs. We may then venture to aſſert, 


that the evils of the mind are far more nu- 


merous, more various, and often much leſs 


ſupportable, than thoſe of the body; and in 


conſidering them together, what could we 


think of the deſigns of the Creator, if our 


exiſtence terminated with the preſent life? 


But when © this corruptible ſhall have put 


on incorruption, when this mortal ſhall have 
« put on immortality,”* we ſhall be freed 
from all infirmities. Sickneſs and pain ſhall no 
more diſturb our moſt uſeful occupations, 
our moſt innocent pleaſures, Our ſenſes be- 
ing perfected to a degree of which we can at 
preſent form no idea, will convey to the ſoul 


an endleſs variety of delightful impreſſions. 


In the enjoyment of eternal youth and health, 
1 Cor. xv. 53. 
. e with 


F 
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Af 


Vith our faculties and taſtes in a ſtate of con- 


tinual improvement, our pleaſures and our 


virtues will be continually increaſing. Our 


purſuit of knowledge will no longer be at- 


tended with wearineſs or diſguſt; our virtues 
will no more be mixed with imperfection, nor 


our pleaſures end in grief and difappoint- 
ment. I intend to conſider our comparative 


ſituation in this world and the next with a 


view to all theſe ſources of enjoyment. 


The pleaſüres moſt ſuitable to an intelli- 


gent creature, thoſe which diſtinguiſh him 


from the brute, and form the eſſential part 


of his felicity, Þ e the active pleaſures: I 


mean thoſe whiclthe derives from the volun- 


tary uſe of his faculties. What is it to be 
acquainted with an obje&? Aſſuredly it is 
not merely to have chat idea of it which is 
impreſt upon the ſoul by means of the ſenſes, 


for 
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for in that caſe the brute would know as well 


or better than we do: it is when we reflect 
on the impreſſion received, that we begin to 


know; that we free ourſelves from the vile 


ſtate of paſſive creatures, and riſe to the 


honourable claſs of active beings: it is then, 


and then only, that the ſoul, enjoying the 
conſciouſneſs of its own dignity, finds in its 


actions a ſatisfaction, a variety of pleaſure, 5 


which no ſenſation, no impreſſion, merely as 
ſuch, could poſſibly afford it. To reflect, to 


examine, is to will, to act freely; conſequently. 


the pleaſure of acquiring and poſſeſſing know- 
ledge is an intellectual, an active pleaſure; 


calculated for a being endued with reaſon, 
and glorying in free agency. A ſtate of men- 


tal repoſe is not conſiſtent with the nature 
of a created intelligent being. We have no 
ſooner attained to one degree of knowledge, 

| 5 a than 
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than we aſpire to the next. If we ſhould 
find our progreſs ſuddenly limited by eternal 


barriers, our deſires would continually tor- 


ment us. We cannot enough admire the 


extent, the delicacy, of thoſe arrangements - 
which Gop has made for our felicity. Our 
faculties unfold, and our acquirements in- 
creaſe more and more. In compariſon with 
the impetuoſity of our deſires, we ſeem to 
advance but flowly, yet ſtill we do advance. 
This impetuoſity is rendered excuſable here 
below, by the ſhortneſs of our life, the un- 


certainty of every thing human, and our own 


weakneſs. It is frequently neceſſary to fa- 
cilitate our progreſs in various occupations 
and ſtudies; yet it is generally attended with 
ſome degree of uneaſineſs, as it induces us to 
aſpire after the attainment of perfections, 
before we can arrive at them by a natural 


progreſſion, | 


1 
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progreſſion, and conſequently occaſions us 
many mortifications. 


But ſuch is the importance of acquiring 
and poſſeſſing knowledge, that the wiſe and 
benevolent Creator impels us, almoſt irre- 
ſiſtibly, to employ all our faculties in the 
purſuit of it, He has not only furniſhed us 
with the motive, which is produced by the 
idea of extenſive utility annexed to ſuch pur. 


ſuits, (an idea which preſents itſelf at firſt, 


and which opens and extends in proportion 
to our progreſs) but leſt this motive ſhould | 
not be effectual, or ſhould begin too late to 


operate on imperfe& and mortal beings, he 


has given us a ſpring of action, influencing 


© us continually from our earlieſt intancy; and 


this is curioſity. 
The human underſtanding, expreſsly cal- 


1 to acquire knowledge, and intro- 
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duced into the world deſtitute of it, no ſooner 
exiſts than it exerts itſelf to learn. This 
natural curioſity is the firſt ſpring of all the 
efforts we make to inform ourſelves. It is 
ſo powerful, that if deſtitute of objects wor- 
thy of its attention, it will employ itſelf upon 
trifles. Our underſtanding cannot remain 
inactive; that ſtate is inſupportable to it. To- 
this it is owing, that when we have not early 
learnt to love thoſe truths which are of ſome 
importance, we contract the deſpicable habit 
of ſending our intellectual powers in queſt 
of a thouſand trifles, and pry into the moſt 
inſignificant affairs of our neighbours. 

Curioſity is an intellectual appetite, which 
is ſcarcely appeaſed before it preſſes us again; 


and the pleaſure of knowledge conſiſts leſs | F 


in poſſeſſing rhan in acquiring it; which ſhews 
the neceſlity of a progreſſion in knowledge, 
in 
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in order to render us happy; and to derive 


from this progreſſion all the pleaſure which 


can reſult from knowledge, it is neceflary 


that we ſhould always preſerve our free- 
agency, the uſe of our liberty, the volun- 
tary exerciſe of our faculties. Our progreſs 


in knowledge is, in this caſe, a continual 


renovation of the pleafure of gratifying our 
intellectual appetite; and our enjoyment is 
increaſed by the flattering conſideration, that 
it is the fruit of our own exertions. 


Bur in order to animate us to ſeek after. 


knowledge, and ſupport us through our 
ſtudies with cheerfulneſs, it is neceſſary thar 


our exertions ſhould not become diſagree- 
able through too much labour; that our 


faculties, talents, and aſſiſtances, ſhould 


always bear an exact proportion to the ob- 


ject in queſtion; that a well-· grounded hope 


. of 
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of ſucceſs ſhould make every thing eaſy to 
us, juſt ſo far as that even the moſt attentive 
ſtudy may become a pleaſure; that nothing 
ſhould interrupt our occupations againſt our 
own inclinations; that we ſhould have a 
glimpſe, in the depths of infinity, of an in- - 
exhauſtible fund to ſupply that intellectual 
appetite which is continually increaſing; and 
above all, that we ſhould be as certain of 
an eternal duration as we are of our own 
exiſtence and of that of the Creator. 

Let us conſider, according to theſe ideas, 
our ſituation in this world with regard to 
knowledge; and from thence, in regulating 
our obſervations by the declarations or in- 
ſinuations of the Scriptures, we may con- 
jecture, in ſome degree, what will be our 
firuation i in heaven. 


In many 3 our knowledge here be- 
low 
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low far exceeds what is neceſſary to direct 
us in providing for our natural wants; ſo 
much ſo, that if the Creator had limited 


our duration to the ſhort ſpace of human 


life, it would be impoſſible to comprehend 


with what deſign he could have given to 
man a capacity, which extends to innumer- 
able ſpeculations, not requiſite for the ſup- 


the beginning, the infancy of our exiſtence. 
On the other hand, our underſtanding is 


in ſome reſpects ſo weak and imperfe&, that 
even with regard to what it is neceſſary to 


know, in order to anſwer all our wants, We 
find ourſelves impeded every moment. 
This ignorance, by which we are morti- 


fied and affſicted, is abſolutely neceſſary to 


our ſtate of diſcipline, and to rhe govern- 


ment 


| ply of our neceſſities; and this is of itſelf _ | 
a ſtrong proof, that the preſent ſtate is only 
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ment of our Sovereign ruler; and in this 
we muſt admire the wiſdom of the Moſt 
High; but at preſent I am only to conſider 
our knowledge itſelf, and certainly it is very 
imperfect. We muſt be ſenſible, that our 
efforts to penetrate into the depths of ſci- 
_ ence, carry us but little beyond the outſide, 
with regard to ſublime ſpeculations; though 
our intellectual powers eagerly aſpire after 
innumerable objects, ſuperior to thoſe of this 
world, yet in every thing we ſee only part 
of the ways and works of Gop. Scarcely 
have we fatisfied our curioſity on one point, 
before a thouſand others preſent themſelves, 
upon which we perceive with concern that 
we cannot ſatisfy it; our diſcoveries are 
never perfect, our exertions are often too 
fatiguing, our progreſs flow; in general we 
advance only by groping as in the dark; our 

| purſuits 
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purſuits are every moment interrupted, and 
we are often very uncertain of ſucceſs. Not 
only the univerſe itſelf, but an inſect, a plant, 
and even a ſingle hair, offers to our curio- 


ſity matter for profound and often fruitleſs 
inveſtigation. Far from being in danger of | 


objects failing us, we are confounded by 
their abundance. Thouſands of ages, of 
ſuch a life as ours, would not ſuffice to 


glance lightly over the ten-thorfandth part 
of them. But of what uſe to us is this ex- 


ceſſive abundance, this aſtoniſhing profuſion - 


of exquiſite gratifications, if we have ſcarcely 
time allowed us to taſte a very few of them; 
unleſs the Creator, who places them before 


us, and who continually excites that appe- 


tite which he gave us, deſigns to bring us 


again to this magnificent banquet, and to 
allow us to enjoy it for ever? 


In 


— 
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In Heayen, through the goodneſs and 
power of Him who has created us, and who 
will raiſe us from the dead, our faculties 
will be endued with the preciſe degree of 
perfection requiſite for our making a rapid 
progreſs in all intellectual attainments. I re- 
gard the reſurrection of the body as an ac- 
knowleged fact, for I write to chriſtians; 
© but we ſhall all be changed; and we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe that change to con- 
ſiſt, not only in a freedom from bodily infir- 
mities, but in the attainment of a much more 
perfect organization. A blind man has no 
idea of the pleaſure produced by fight, or 
a deaf man of the delights of harmony; and 
as we know that even in this world, there 
are ſenſations of which ſome individuals are 
entirely ignorant, ſurely it is not unreaſon- 


x. 
„ Cor. xv. 51. 


able 
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able to conclude, that our glorified bodies 
may be endued with new modes of percep- 
tion, which may convey to the ſoul new 
ſources of enjoyment, infinitely varied, and 
continually increaſing, in an eternal progreſ- 
ſion of happineſs. By attempting entirely 
to ſpiritualize our celeſtial exiſtence, we re- 
duce ourſelves to the impoſſibility of form- 
ing the leaſt 'idea of it; and while we ac- 
knowledge a reſurrection of the body, we 


in fact deny it. To this cauſe, amongſt 
others, is owing the coldneſs and indiffer- 5 


ence with Which even che beſt people too 


often regard the joys of heaven; and the 


aſſertion, ſo often repeated, that we can 


form no idea at all of our future ſtate. Yer 


we cannot reaſonably complain of the un- 
ſatisfactorineſs of that information, which 
few of us endeavour to obtain; and it will 
N not, 
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not, I think, be difficult to prove, that in 
theſe reſearches, the Holy Scripture confirms | 
the deductions of reaſon. | Ss | 
The expreſſions of St. Paul, Our body 
cee raiſed in glory,” which implies an incon- 
cCeivable improvement of our organs; then 
« we ſhall ſee face to face;”* © now we walk 
« by faith, not by ſight;F “ © now we know 
66 * part, but when that which is perfect 
« is come, that which is in part ſhall be 
done away:”*—the "compariſon which 
the ſame apoſtle makes between our pre- 
ſent ſtate, and that in which we ſhall be 
in heaven, when I was a child, I ſpake 
as a child, I underſtood as a child, 1 
thought as a child; but when I became a 
man, I put away childiſh things what 
St. John ſays, in ſpeaking of Go, that . we 


| » T Cor. xv. 43. © x Cor. xiii. 2. 42 Cor, v. 7. 
21 Cor. xi. 9, 10. 1 Cor. xii. 11. | 
HS « ſhall 
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i ſhall ſee him as he is. All theſe paſſages 
eſtabliſh as ſo many infallible truths, the 
flattering ideas which mere reaſon ventures 


to preſent to us only as conjectures. 
We ſhall ſee Gop face to face. Of what 


nature will be that view or that knowledge? 
Here it would be raſh. and abſurd to con- 


jecture; becauſe, in order to be in a ſtate 
to do it, we muſt be inveſted with the facul- 


ties requiſite to conceive that kind of know- 


ledge: thar is, we muſt be now, what we 


ſhall be after a glorious reſurrection. When 


St. Paul was caught up to Heaven in a mi- 
raculous extacy, he heard things which he 
declares to be unſpeakable.” Thus with 
regard to the manner of the beatific viſion, 
we are in a profound ignorance here below; 
but we may venture to aſſert, that we ſhall 


© x John iii. a. | h 2 Cor. xii. 4. 
know 
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know Gop, and every other object, with a 
ſtrength, a facility, a clearneſs of concep- 
tion, infinitely ſuperior to all which the fineſt 
capacity can hope for on earth, from the | 
longeſt ſtudy. The ſoul, inveſted with a | 
ſpiritual body, and thus provided with or- 
gans incomparably more perfect than thoſe 
with which it is now connected, will have 
great advantages for acquiring knowledge, 
and making a rapid progreſs in it. The at- 
tributes of Gop, the conduct of his provi- 
dence, his vaſt deſigns, and, as proceeding 
from them, the wonders of creation, of 
which we now diſcern only a ſmall part; all 

theſe objects of infinite grandeur, beauty, 
variety, and importance, in the ſtudy - of 
which we are every moment ſenſible of the 
weakneſs of our underſtandings, will be 
Placed within the reach of our obſervation. 
By 
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By the luſtre of the heavenly ray with 
which Gop will enlighten us, a thouſand 
admirable novelties will-burſt upon our fight; 
in him, and by him, we ſhall fee all around 
us what at preſent eye cannot ſee, hear 


what at preſent ear cannot hear, and our 
hearts ſhall conceive what at preſent they 


cannot conceive. 


Thoſe who fail upon the ocean, ſome 


Jeagues from land, ſee only the coaſts, Thoſe 
who have the cleareſt eyes, with the beſt 
inſtruments, diſcern in this confuſed land- 


ſcape only ſome objects, which are loſt to 


others, and which ſtrongly excite curioſity. 
Night comes on and veils the proſpect from 


their fight. During their ſleep the veſſel 
approaches the port, and at ſun-riſe caſts 


anchor. They land; a thouſand beautiful 


and magnificent objects preſent themſelves > 
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on every fide, infinitely excelling all which 
the diſtant view had induced them to imagine, 
Thus we ſhall enjoy in heaven, to a de- 
gree beyond all conception, the pleaſures of 
novelty and ſurpriſe, of finding our curio- 
ſity ſatisfied, or ar leaſt ourſelves provided 
with means to enable us to ſatisfy it: for if 
we were to ſuppoſe that Gop would diſplay 
to us at once, all which we hope to know 
through eternity, this would be, according 
to my ideas, to ſuppoſe that he would rob 
our knowledge of one of its greateſt charms. 

In proportion as the truths we are to 
learn ſhall become more difficult to com- 
prehend, we ſhall doubtleſs acquire talents 
adapted to them; and thus we ſhall go on 
from ſtrength to ſtrength, with regard to 
the pleaſure of acquiring and poſſeſſing 
knowledge, as in every reſpe& we ſhall riſe 
from glory to glory. The 
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The ſtudies requiſite to advance in this 
manner will not be oppreſſive labours. The 
aſſiſtance which may be neceſſary to us, an 


infinite number of beings more intelligent 


than ourſelves, and full of celeſtial good- 


neſs, will be eager to offer. If they are 


now “ miniſtering ſpirits, ſent forth to mi- 


6 niſter for them who ſhall be heirs of ſal- 


vation,“ will they not then rejoice to 


aſſociate with us, when, purified from the 


corruptions of mortality, we ſhall be as 


the angels which are in heaven?” Our 


own efforts, provided they do not fatigue 


us, contribute much to our ſatisfaction. Our 


exertions being thus the ſource of our plea- 


ſure, nothing will diſcourage us; for can 
we fail to have a ſtedfaſt hope of ſucceſs? 


Upon what could a fear of diſappointment 


I Heb. i. 14. * Mark xii. 25, 
'E 
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be founded? Whatever then may be the 
length of the attentions requiſite to attain to 
a certain point, the hope, or rather aſſurance 
of ſucceſs, will ſupport, animate, and fill us 
with joy. 
Our progreſs, always equal to our facul- 
ties, and not retarded by involuntary inter- 
ruptions, will be great and rapid. In a 
world where we ſhall be freed from all the 
cares which are here requiſite for our ſub- 
ſiſtence, our clothing, our lodging; whero 
we ſhall ſleep no more; where“ there ſhall 
« be no more ſorrow, nor crying, nor pain; 
where all, far from moleſting us, or de- 
ranging our plans of ſtudy, will favour them; 
it is evident that we muſt have undiſturbed 
leiſure to execute them. 
At the ſame time, with ſuch great advan- 
tages for enjoying all the pleaſure of ac- 
| Rev. xxi. 4. quiring 
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quiring and poſſeſſing knowledge, and, not- 
withſtanding the vaſt treaſure of ſcience 
which we ſhall have collected through my- 


riads of ages, we ſhall never loſe for a 


moment that ſoothing idea, ſo neceſſary to 


the happineſs of every being who values the 
pleaſure of learning; that the ſource of this 
pleaſure will never fail. In Gop, and the 
immenſity of his works, there 1s an inex- 
hauſtible fund of materials to ſatisfy the moſt 
unbounded curioſity; but though affured 
that we ſhall never arrive at a period when 


there will be no more to learn, yet we ſhall 


ſtill preſerve a ſtedfaſt hope, that we ſhall | | 
perfectly underſtand all the objects which 


offer themſelves for our inveſtigation. 
It may be objected, in anſwer to theſe ob- 


ſervations on the extent of our capacities 


in a future ſtate, and the means which will 


E 2 be 
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be afforded us for acquiring knowledge, that 
there will probably be ſome things, the en- 
tire comprehenſion of which will be reſerved 
for Gop alone; as it is reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe that the creature, however perfect, can 
never acquire compleat ideas of every thing 
relative to the Deity; and, in that caſe, that 
we may feel our curioſity ſtrongly excited, 
without being poſſeſſed of the means to ſatisfy 
it. But JI believe, that when we ſhall have 
attained to ſuch an exalted underſtanding, 
we ſhall have all the diſcernment requiſite to 
diſtinguiſh between what is to be known to 
the creature, and what to the Supreme Being 
alone; and, always able to regulate appetites 
which might corrupt us, we ſhall, without 
difficulty, preſcribe to our curioſity the ſame 
limits, which will neceſſarily, from the na- 
ture of things, be preſcribed to our know- 

ledge. 
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ledge. The moſt noble ambition would be 
extravagant, if it engaged a created being 
to deſire to uſurp the place of the greateſt, 
the firſt of beings: this therefore will not 


happen: the moſt ardent imagination will 


not aſpire ſo high. The moſt vehement 
curioſity will be repreſt, the moment we ſhall 
perceive, that to attempt to penetrate fur- 


ther, would be to encroach upon the pri- 


vileges of the Moſt High; to wiſh to be 


what He is, what He alone can be. Always 
humble and grateful, always joyfully ſub- 


mitting our own will to that of the great 


Gov, whom we ſhall love with all our ſoul, 


we ſhall no ſooner arrive at thoſe unfathom- 
able depths, than retreating with reſpect, 
and acknowledging our dependance on him, 


we ſhall, without regret, turn all our atten- 


tion and enquiries towards that multitude of 


K 3 objects, 


ee 
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objects, upon which we may innocently and 
ſucceſsfully indulge our curioſity. 

If then we are in the ſmalleſt degree ſuſ- 
ceptible of thoſe pleaſures which are the 
moſt worthy of a thinking being, the idea 
of ſeeing Gop as he is muſt excite very 
ſtrong deſires; and how natural is it to ſeek 
inceſſantly the means to fulfil thoſe deſires, 
and to employ thoſe means without delay! 
They are all comprehended in this. word, 
holineſs. Thoſe alone will be admitted into 
the adorable preſence of Gop, who labour 
ſincerely and afliduouſly in the work of their 
ſanctification. Without holineſs no man 
< ſhall ſee the Lord: < depart from me, 
« ye that work iniquity.“ 

To meditate on Gop as ſoon as we are 
capable of ' reaſoning, to apply afterwards 


* Heb. Xi. 11. Match. vil. 23. 
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to that meditation more and more, is a ſure 


path to holineſs, and a moſt powerful incen- 
tive to exert every poſſible effort to practiſe 
It with diligence. Even an indiſtin& and 
limited knowledge of the wiſdom and good- 
neſs of the Almighty, ſuch a knowledge as 
we may acquire here below, muſt fill our 
hearts with comfort and joy. God, in the 
glories of the goſpel diſpenſation, is the 
| God of mercy, the God of peace, What 
meaſures of benignity! What effuſions of 
| grace! He is amiable, adorable, beyond all 


expreſſion, all conception: our language has 


no terms, our hearts have no ſentiments, 
adequate to this ſublime ſubject. 


We may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that all the 


endeavours which we employ upon earth to 
know Gop, ſhall not be loſt to us in heaven; 
and that thoſe who in this world ſhall acquire 

| : the 
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the beſt knowledge of Him, will have, at 
their entrance into the habitations of glory, 
the qualities 'moſt requiſite for ſeeing Him 
as he is. | 
Every man, who has not been bewildered 
by falſe information; who has ſtedfaſtly 
followed, through the interpoſing miſts of 
error, thoſe rays of light which Gop has 
diffuſed through the univerſe; and above 
all, he, who favoured with that ſhining light 
diſplayed in the goſpel, ſhall conſtantly have 
employed it as a guide to direct him into the 
paths of truth: in a word, every man who, 
uninfluenced by prejudice, ſhall not have 
adopted any of thoſe ſyſtems which give us 
falſe notions of our great Gop, notions in- 
jurious to the divine majeſty, will have no- 
thing to correct in the copy, which, faint as 
it is, now ſo much delights him. He ſees 
1 Gop 


THE LIFE TO COME. | 57 
Gop only as through à glaſs; he ſees him 
only at a diſtance; yet at leaſt his glaſs is 
true; if it repreſents the image faintly and 
darkly, it does not repreſent it falſely; but 
when he ſhall enter into the regions of bliſs, 
before the throne of Gop, he ſhall ſee Him 
in the brightneſs of his glory. Happy here 
below, when we faintly diſcern him ſuch 
as he is: how ſupremely bleſt ſhall we be, 
when we ſhall © behold him face to face; 
& when we ſhall know, even as alſo we are | 
known!“ 


© x Cor. xiii. 12. 


I 
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ON THE 


HAPPINESS 


OF THE 


LIFE TO COME. 
— —— 
PART II. | 


— — ner ns 


I Have as yet only conſidered what may 
ſatisfy our boundleſs curioſity in the know- 
ledge: which we ſhall have of Gop in the 
future ſtate, but there are many other de- 
lightful ſentiments with which this know- 
ledge may inſpire us. 

When we contemplate objects which de- 
ſerve our admiration, and which are beſides 


connected 
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connected with our ſelf. love, or with our 
generous and ſocial affections, then to the 
pleaſure of admiring, are united various 


'other pleaſures which animate and extend it 


in proportion to the number and greatneſs 


of theſe objects. I will endeavour to illuſ- 
trate this by a familiar example. 

Let me ſuppoſe myſelf conducted into a 
palace, from thence into a garden, from 
thence into a beautiful country, where art 
and nature have united to form all which 
we can imagine pleaſant, commodious, and 
lovely. T have leiſure to admire the moſt 
ſtriking beauties: I do ſo, with the indif- 
ference of a ſtranger, who is immediately to 
quit theſe charming ſcenes, where neither 
himſelf nor his friends have the leaſt poſſeſ- 
ſion; but at the inſtant of my departure, 
my conductor ſtops to tell me, that all which 

Thave 
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J have juſt ſeen belongs to me and to my 
friends. I return: I remark with an ex- 
treme ſurpriſe, that even in the moſt trifling 
things, the moſt ſcrupulous attention has 
been paid to our taſte; that even the ſmalleſt 
flower is diſpoſed according to our fancy: 
then my admiration is raiſed to the higheſt 
degree: the little flower, artfully placed in 
that particular ſpot to gratify me, affords me 
a much more lively pleaſure than I had felt 
before in the contemplation of all the en- 
chanting beauries of this terreſtrial paradiſe. 
But the emotions of my heart towards him 
to whoſe goodneſs I owe this magnificent 
Preſent, are of a different nature,. and dif- 
fuſe over my ſoul the ſweeteſt ſentiments of 
love and gratitude. 

This will be our caſe in IE Ar firſt 
aſtoniſhed at the objects which will offer 


themſelves 
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themſelves to our obſervation on every fide, 
and afterwards reflecting on the goodneſs of 
the Creator who has given them to us, and 
diſpoſed our minds to enjoy them, we ſhall 
admire their ſeveral relations to our facul- 
ties; and a minute examination of theſe will 
increaſe our admiration to infinity, and con- 
tinually awaken in our hearts a new emo- 
tion of gratitude and love. 

To the proſpect of this treaſure of feli- 
city which will be diſplayed before our en- 
chanted eyes, will be added the recollection 
of all which Gop has done to ſecure the 
poſſeſſion of it to us. 


« Is memory's magic only felt below? 
_ « Say, thro' what brighter realms ſhe bids it low; 
To what pure ſpirits, in a nobler ſphere, 
« She yields delight, but faintly imag'd here.” 


» Pleaſures of Memory. 
We 


le 
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We ſhall retrace, to a remote period, that 
amazing variety of combinations, circum- 
ſtances, and events, which the providence 
of Gop has brought to paſs to work out 


our ſalvation. Our particular refle&ions 


upon ourſelves will ſoon extend to the whole 


human race. In unfolding the work of our 
redemption, which will then be completed, 
we ſhall by degrees diſcover the depths of 


that wiſdom, and that love, which have 
ſhone forth in Jeſus Chriſt, and which at 
preſent the angels themſelves cannot torally 


penetrate. What here appears moſt ob- 
{cure in the diſpenſations of Providence, what . 


ſometimes donfounds, alarms, and diſcou- 


rages us, will then appear to have been evi- 


dently neceſſary to the divine ſyſtem, and 
the moſt myſterious parts to have been the 
moſt ſkilfully contrived and diſpoſed. 


In 


* 
4» 
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-In the ſame manner, with regard to the 
cvils of this life, of which we now ſome- 
times complain ſo bitterly, which we ſup- 
port with ſuch impatience, and which we 
every moment fear ſhould betray us into in- 
jurious murmurs againſt our heavenly Father, 
we. ſhall perceive that to them we are in 
ſome degree indebted for our ſtate of glory. 
With what joy ſhall we then reflect on theſe 
favourable evils, theſe happy afflictions! 
What tranſports of love and gratitude to 
Gop will be excited by this retroſpe& of 
the paſt! We ſhall continually recur to this 
affecting idea, and dwell upon it with rap- 
ture. Formerly he had appeared to us a 
Gop who had pleaſure in concealing him- 
ſelf, a. father whoſe ambiguous dealings 
might render his affection uncertain; but 
then we ſhall perceive, that always inclined 


ce to 
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te to lift up the light of his countenance upon 
« us,” he had deferred it only till the pro- 
per time ſhould arrive; that he had con- 
ſtantly been a watchful and impartial father, 


unchangeable in his vaſt and generous de- 
ſigns, which had ever been conducive to 


our happineſs; but whom the ſtedfaſtneſs of 
his affection, and his profound knowledge 
of what would beſt contribute to our feli- 


city, had engaged to impoſe upon us a diſ- 


cipline accommodated to our diſpoſitions and 
our {tate upon earth, and which conſequently 
had been ſometimes ſevere. Regarding 
then, in the true point of view, all his con- 
duct towards us, we ſhall diſcover an ad- 


mirable union of the tendereſt care, the 
moſt conſummate prudence, and the moſt 


inimitable {kill, to guide and impel us in- 


2 Pfa. iv. 6. 
F | ſenſibly 


* 
7 
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ſenſibly —— a ſtate of exceinfing hap- 
pineſs. The pleaſure of ſurpriſe, of a com- 
pariſon between our preſent and our paſt 
ſituation, all the relief which our Joy can 
receive from the moſt ſoothing reflections, 
we ſhall enjoy to the utmoſt. If our hap- 
pineſs would be complete in itſelf, without 
the aid of ſuch a compariſon, what vivacity 
of ſentiment will it add to it! The con- 
templation of the diſpenſations of Gop, in 
every part of this. retroſpect, will raiſe in 
our ſouls ſentiments of gratitude and love, 
of which our happieſt experiences in piety 
upon earth can give us but a faint idea. 

| When an event befals us in this world 
which ſurpaſſes our hopes, if we connect 
with that event a firm perſuaſion that ir is 
in a peculiar manner the effe& of the appro- 
| bation and favour with which Gop honours 


us, 


- 
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us, We ſhall have infinitely greater joy in 
that perſuaſion, than in the benefit itſelf 


which his providence has juſt beſtowed upon 
us. The ſentiments of affection and grati- 
tude, which ariſe in our minds towards a 


benefactor worthy of all our veneration, all 


our attachment, are far ſuperior in value to 
the gift which we receive from him. This 
gift is a pledge of his affection, and that 
conſideration awakens all our own: that 


engaging idea is what principally renders 
it precious to us. This is true above all 


with regard to Gop; for beſides the preſent 


advantage which we enjoy, beſides the de- 


lightful ſentiments of gratitude and love 
which it inſpires, we may infer from it what 


are the deſigns of the Moſt High, and what 
will be his future dealing with us. His 
favour once obtained, we do not loſe it but 


1 2 by 


68 ON THE HAPPINESS OF 


by our own fault; there is no caprice, no 
inconſtancy, to be feared from Gop. What 
may we not then expect and hope! What 
ſweet emotions ariſe at once in our ſouls! 
And in heaven how clear, how convincing 
will this argument be! 
lere below, beſides that we are pre- 
vented from beholding, by the clouds and 
« darkneſs which are round about, our 
good Gop, the full perfection of that 
<« righteouſneſs and judgment which are the 
“ habitation of his throne;””* and from 
_ - taſtingthat joy unſpeakable and full of glory, 
with which a clear perception of him would 
fill every heart; beſides this obſcurity, there 
is often another obſtacle, incomparably more 
difficult to furmount, and which we our- 
ſelves create; this is fin. We are the ſame 


r Pſa. xcvii. 2. 1 Pet. i. 8. 
with 
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with regard to Gop, as we uſually are with 
regard to our friends; as ſoon as we have 


_ acted ill towards them, or in any manner 
rendered ourſelves leſs worthy of their af- 


fection, we immediately feel our own dimi- 


niſh. Frequently, in conſequence of the 


injury which an unjuſt offender has com- 


mitted, he hates the offended perſon more 
than he is hated by him. 


Of all mental evils, the greateſt and the 


moſt inſupportable is remorſe of conſcience. 


To thoſe who have been guilty of enormous 
crimes, it is a ſenſation of inexpreſſible an- 


guiſn; but every ſpecies of guilt, every de- 


gree of ſin, creates in the mind uneaſineſs 


and confuſion, in proportion to the ſentence 


which we paſs upon our actions; and it is 


impoſſible to elude the judgment of our own 


F 3 conſcience, 


* 
* 
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conſcience, or to render ourſelves indifferent 
to its awful voice. 

Shame, as well as remorſe, is always re- 
vived by che ſight of the perſon we have 
injured; it ſtrikes through the heart, and 

we fly, we abhor, whatever awakens it. 
The idea of a witneſs of our unworthineſs, 
_ eſpecially when that witneſs is the perſon 
with regard to whom we are guilty, is a 
_ tormenting idea. If to ſhame be added a 
' well-grounded fear of ſuffering the puniſh- 
ment deſerved, we have then a complica- 
tion of emotions which diſtra&t us. Such 
is our deplorable ſituation with regard to 
Gop, when we have trampled on his ſacred 
laws, and deſpiſed his falutary counſels. 
The ſentiments of ſoothing confidence, of 
| ſincere and ardent love, which: we once felt 

towards him, are weakened by the ſhock of 


various 
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various oppoſite ſentiments. This great 
Gop, who was the ſource of our tranquillity, 


of our conſolation and joy, becomes a ſource 


of ſhame and fear; and if we are not dili- 


gent to ſuppreſs this frightful tumult in our 
ſouls, by ſincere repentance and ſpeedy 


amendment, we expoſe ourſelves to the moſt 


formidable of all dangers, that of changing 


into averſion thoſe ſentiments of filial duty 
and affection which we once felt towards 
that adorable and almighty Being. If we 


were always wiſe and virtuous, we ſhould 
taſte here below, in a high degree, the plea- 
ſure of loving Gop; but even thoſe who 


have made the greateſt progreſs in the work 


of ſanctification, have always ſufficient cauſe- 


to reproach themſelves. This is what prin- 


cipally cools that celeſtial ardor, and mingles 


much bitterneſs with all its pleaſures. 
EO, In 
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In heaven this great obſtacle will be re- 
moved. If at firſt we ſhould feel ſome de- 
gree of ſhame, on the recollection of the 
numerous weakneſſes, omiſſions, and errors, 
which had interrupted the work of our fanc- 
tification, and ſhould be confuſed at obtain- 
ing rewards fo greatly ſurpaſſing all which 
we could reaſonably expect from our cares 
and exertions; cares fo continually inter- 
rupted, exertions frequently ſo languid; theſe 
painful reffections will immediately be alle- 
viated by the propitious aſpect of our hea- 
venly father, and afterwards entirely ab- 
ſorbed in the profuſion of his favours. 
Having once and for ever “ caſt away our 
„ fins,” and ceaſed to © remember our ini- 
e quities;” having accepted our good in- 
tentions and our feeble endeavours, he will 


x Micah vii. 19. | u Heb. viii. 12. b 6 i 
obviate 
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obviate at the moment of our entrance into 


glory, by every teſtimony of paternal affec- 


tion, all which might give us uneaſineſs, 
Like the indulgent and tender father, in the 


affecting parable of the prodigal ſon; who, 


inſtead of uttering the leaſt reproach to his 
returning penitent, was anxious to dry up 


His tears, haſtened to embrace him, and 


MID 


beſtowed upon him innumerable careſſes and 


benefits; he will not leave us time to recal 


to our minds thoſe painful ſentiments which 

bis ineffable goodneſs will exclude for ever 

and ever. 
We are ſurrounded here below by thoſe 


dangerous enemies of our ſoul, temptations. 


However important may be the advantages 


which we have obtained, and however firm 


may be our confidence in future victories, 


through the grace of Gop, yet we muſt 
7 ſtill 


* 
1 


74 ON THE HAPPINESS OF 


ſtill ſuſtain the combat; we are expoſed to 
ſurpriſe, and frequently, alas! we yield to 
it. We muſt live in a ſtate of continual 
watchfulneſs, leſt in an unguarded moment 
we ſhould be led aſtray from the path of 
duty; “for our adverſary, the devil, as a 
« roaring lion, walketh about, ſeeking whom 
ee he may devour.” How delightful then 
will be that tranquillity and peace, which 
we ſhall enjoy, when ſuch ſhall be our happy 
' ſituation, ſuch our ſpiritual ſtrength, that, 
_ inſtead of temptations to guard againſt, we 
ſhall find in every obje& around us, ſome- 


thing to afford an agreeable exerciſe to our 


virtue. | 

From all which has befallen us in this 
world, and above all, from the happineſs 
we ſhall experience at our entrance into 


2 1 Pet. v. 8. 


the 
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the next, we may deduce- prophetic conſe- 
quences, which will be a tranſporting anti- 
cipation of thoſe degrees of glory and feli- 
city, which we ſhall not at firſt poſſeſs. I 
am in the harbour of ſalvation, ſafe from a 


_ thouſand dangers from which I have juſt 


eſcaped; they exiſt no longer, except in my 


remembrance. Theſe dangers, formerly ſo 
terrible, now only form a ſtrong contraſt, 


which makes me feel more ſenſibly my pre- 


ſent ſecurity. Tranquil and happy in the 


midſt of my friends, I look forward only to 
pleaſures, pure, infinitely varied, and eternal. 
Me can conceive but very imperfectly the 
delights of ſuch a ſituation; yet there are 
circumſtances in this world, which may per- 
haps convey to the mind a faint idea of it. 
For example, you eſcape miraculouſly from 
a ſhipwreck; you land amidſt the embraces 
8 of 
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of beloved friends, from whom you had 
been ſeparated for many years, and whom 
you had ſcarcely hoped to meet again; you 
hear the ſea ſtill roaring behind you, but in 
vain; you find yourſelf in a peaceful and 
charming aſylum, amidſt the ſweeteſt tranſ- 
ports of the tendereſt affection. Such a 
< deliverance,” ſays the elegant and amiable 
Dr. BeaTTIE, will every good man meet 
cc with at laſt, when he is taken away from 
c the evils of life, and awakes in the re- 
« gions of everlaſting peace; looking back 
« on the world and its troubles with a fur- 
ce priſe and ſatisfaction, ſimilar in kind, tho? 
„far higher in degree, to that which we 
* now feel, when we awake from a terrify- 
ing dream, and open our eyes upon the 
6 ſweet ſerenity of a ſummer morning. 
All will be joy and exultation. The 
1 | bitter 
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bitter ſtreams which mingle with the ſweets 
of this life, will then be totally dried up. 
No more remorſe, no more ſhame or anxi- 
ety, ſhall there interrupt our felicity : (allow 
me to uſe ſome repetition and recapitulation, 
for we return with pleaſure to ſuch objects, 


and love to dwell upon them:) from review- 


ing in the records of the paſt the depths of 
the wiſdom and mercy of Gop, we ſhall-de- 
rive a thouſand inexpreſſible pleaſures. In 
reflecting on our paſſage through mortality, 
that dangerous paſſage, which, in ſpite of ſo 
many errors and wanderings, ſhall at length, 
through the indulgence and aſſiſtance of our 
heavenly Father, have conducted us to that 
happy abode; we ſhall find, not only in the 


beſt actions and moſt favourable events of 


our lives, but in our misfortunes, our dan- 


gers, and even in our failings, ſubjects for 
admiration 


* 
7 
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admiration and joy. On the other fide, the 
immenſity of that futurity to which we ſhall 
look forward, will be a boundleſs perſpec- 
tive, preſenting a progreſſive ſucceſſion, a 
| conſtant and inexhauſtible ſtore of know- 
ledge and pleaſure, of amiable ſentiments, 
and generous deſigns; which, uneclipſed, 
and uninterrupted, continually extend the 
amazing proſpect, and augment the magni- 
ficent ſcene; aſcending through a ſtate of 
gradual, but conſtant improvement, to the 
centre of all glory and felicity; the throne 
of the Moſt High. 

| Theſe proſpects, ſo flattering to ourſelves, 
will alſo include all the intelligent beings 
which ſurround us. Thoſe beams of light | 
and life, which proceed from the throne of 
the Lozp, will have diſperſed every cloud, 
and diſpelled every ſhadow of death. They 


will 
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will diffuſe around a perfect ſerenity, an in- 
effable and glorious joy. 
It is not ſufficient to be happy ourſelves, 


or rather we cannot be happy alone: it is 


alſo neceſſary that all thoſe ſhould be made 
happy, who are capable of becoming ſo. 
What pleaſure muſt a generous ſoul derive 
from contemplating the Supreme Being, con- 
tinually eſtabliſhing, without partiality, all 
the happineſs which is ſuitable to every one, 
or of which every one is ſuſceptible. But 
of this noble pleaſure we are entirely deſ- 
titute here below. None of our fellow- 
creatures are perfectly happy, and a great 
number of them are in a ſtate of ſuffering. 
This alone would be ſufficient to render the 
happineſs of the. preſent life imperfe&, even 
if it were a ſituation in other reſpects the 
moſt deſirable. If, with the aſſurance of 
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our own ſafety, we cannot connect that of 
the ſafety of the friends whom we love, our 
tranquillity muſt be very imperfect. But in 
heaven, our friends, (if they have not been 
totally unworthy of that name) our deareſt 
friends, will be with us, in perfect ſecurity, 
in the preſence of our great Gop. The 
power of pain and death over them, as well 
as over ourſelves, will have ceaſed; and 
conſequently all that dejection, and thoſe 
variations of temper, which corporeal dif- 
orders ſometimes occaſion upon earth, will 
ceaſe alſo; and amongſt beings ſo wiſe, ſo 
good, ſo refined, both in body and foul, we 


ſhall enjoy an Ab always » 


and always free. 

Happy in ourſelves and-in our friends, 
we ſhall alſo rejoice in the felicity of all 
around us. To feel ſincerely and forcibly 


the 
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the happineſs of others, is in ſome meaſure 
to increaſe our own, in proportion to the 
number of the bleſſed. This will be more 
particularly conſidered when I ſpeak of our 
ſentiments in regard to our. fellow-creatures; 
but it is principally to Gop, that all the 
various ſentiments which I have mentioned 
muſt be referred. He will be the great 
object of our love, the ſtrength of our con- 
fidence, and the ſource of all our happineſs. 
Every pleaſure which we enjoy will con- 
tinually recall our attention to Him, by con- 
ſtantly ſetting before us his tender cares: it 
will be in Him that we ſhall ſee the glorious 
plan of univerſal felicity, which ſhall in- 
creaſe through all eternity: in a word, ac- 
cording to the admirable expreſſion of St. 
Paul, he will be © all in all.“ He will not 
1 Cor, xv. 28. 


G . only | 
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only be the moſt eſſential object of all our 
attachment, the inexhauſtible treaſure, as 
well as the original cauſe, of our greateſt 


pleaſures; we ſhall not only trace his hand 


continually, in every new effect of his wiſ- 
dom and beneficence, but He himfelf will 


penetrate even to the inmoſt receſles of our 


hearts. He has formed them, he ſees them, 


and knows their moſt ſecret ſentiments. It 


is He who has put in motion all the ſprings 
of our felicity, and it will be in his preſence 
that we ſhall find fullneſs of joy. Nothing is 


too vaſt for his power, nothing too difficult 


for his wiſdom, nothing too beneficent for 
his goodneſs. What a variety of delightful 
ſentiments he will create in us, in manifeſt- 
ing himfelf to us as he is; and in giving 
room to our liberty, our underſtandings, 
and our affections, to exert themſelves ac- 


cording 
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cording to our wiſhes, and at the ſame time 
in the purſuit of our greateſt good! 

He ſhall be all in all! This great, this 
good Gop will fill our ſouls with that joy 
which his adorable preſence will diffuſe 
throughout the univerſe. All Which is 
pleaſing, all which is tranſporting, in admi- 
ration, in gratitude, in love, in confidence, 
in hope; in the anticipated accompliſhment 
of the generous wiſhes formed by a noble 
heart, glowing with fraternal affection; in 
the proſpect of an infinite variety of bleſſings, 
at which we ſhall ſooner or later arrive, all 
adapted to contribute in ſome meaſure to 
our happineſs; and finally in the proſpe& of 
an eternal augmentation of excellence and 
felicity;—all this we ſhall poſſeſs and enjoy 
+ withaut allay, and with a | warmth and. energy 
of ſentiment, which we neither feel, nor 


© 2 . e 
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"can feel, here below; for the Loyd himſelf, 
from whom proceedeth © every good and 
& every perfect gift,“ will be © the portion 
of our inheritance*”* to all eternity. 


= James i. 17. * Pſa, xvi. 5. 
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PART III. 


CCC 


| I Shall now make a few obſervations on 

thoſe ſentiments which will ariſe from our 
- connexion with our fellow-creatures, and 
with the other inhabitants of the manſions of 
immortality. 

We are ſo formed for ſociety, that we 


cannot imagine happineſs without it. The 


idea of an abode where it would be impoſ- 
ſible for us to meet with any of our fellow- 
"GY Cure 
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creatures, a deſert iſland for inſtance, upon 
which we might be caſt by a ſhipwreck, has 
ſomething in it melancholy and dreadful. 


In vain might that iſland be repreſented as 


the garden of Eden; this would have no 
influence upon us. But let us ſuppoſe that 
a ſecond ſhipwreck ſhould caſt on the ſame 


coaſt two or three perſons, poſſeſſed of ta- 


lents and merit to deſerve our eſteem; this 


idea immediately diffuſes over our heart con- 


ſolation and joy. This pleaſure does not 
ariſe from reflecting on the aſſiſtance which 
we may derive from each other, in pro- 
curing the neceſſaries of life. Though na- 


ture herſelf ſhould have formed for us a 


commodious and agreeable habitation, tho 
our food ſhould fpring up ſpontaneouſly, 
though the uſeful animals ſhould come to 
us of their own accord, or ſuffer themſelves 


* : OW 
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to be taken and tamed without difficulty; all 

this could not compenſate for the abſence of | 

every being upon whom we could fix that | 

ſocial affection by which our hearts are ani- 

mated. All which might give us pleaſure, 

if we were not alone, would in ſolitude be- 

come inſipid and weariſome. 


" In Solitude 
% What happineſs, who can enjoy alone, 
Or all enjoying, what contentment find?“ _ . 


It is not therefore becauſe we could not 


ſubſiſt, or not without painful and continual 
exertions, that we love our fellow creatures; 

but becauſe we are formed to love them; 
becauſe our ſentiments towards them, and 

theirs towards us, are the principal ſources, 
the great ſprings of our felicity. It is true 
that the caprices and vices of thoſe with 


whom 
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whom we are connected, frequently ſuſ- 
pend, impede, and reſtrain, our natural affec- 
tions; and ſometimes change into averſion 
our ſtrongeſt propenſity towards friendſhip. 
Then theſe affections reſemble affrighted 
birds; after a long and wavering flight, if 
they reſt any where at laſt, it is without con- 
fidence, and every moment prepared to fly 
off again. That ſuſpicious diſpoſition is 
frequently very exceſſive; and it is generally 
owing in a great meaſure to ourſelves. 


In judging of the actions of others, and 


eſpecially of ſuch actions as are evidently 
doubtful, we are too apt to ſuffer ourſelves 
to be biaſſed by prejudice. Thus an under- 
ſtanding, on other occaſions juſt and pene- 
trating, may be deceived; and the error is 


more fatal as it is neceſſarily unjuſt and cruel. 


A man endued with excellent moral faculties, 
Which 


* 
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which he has . afliduouſly cultivated, per- 
ceives inſtantaneouſly in every action what 
motives would on ſuch an occaſion infallibly 
have influenced. himſelf. He diſcovers ſome 
juſt cauſes for ſuſpicion, but his impartial 


mind is ina ſtate to decide, according to the 


ſtricteſt rules of equity, whether the fact. 


may be conſidered in the moſt advantageous 
light, or whether there is a ſtrong founda- 
tion for doubt; and he concludes with humi- 
lity, that at the worſt it may be one of thoſe 


actions in which ſome evil is blended with | 


the good. But thoſe obſervers, who yield 


imperceptibly to a ſecret jealouſy, or who 


prefer the reputation of penetration to that 


of charity, have not recourſe. to laudable 
motives, if. they can without them explain 
the myſtery with an: air of plauſibility, or 
with the hope of pleaſing the multitude: 

mo T Alte 


> nt * 29% 


2 1 * 2 * nr — 
2 « "hs — 3 L 
e 22 I 3 r - . 
2 EE RE RET Sea i r 
_ = " — Sh y —— eo e —— ——— 
—————— —— 4 * <> Re” 
— — DC . L © —_—_ n = 


8 


n 


BORIS EE 


— 


P 32 
> LS EN ES $ 
— bd EOS. 


U 
1 * 
= 5 
* pa 5 
1 
1 
= 
7 
iþ 
[oy 
4 4 
29 
If 
LH 5 
5 
1 
9 
* 
0 
"SBI 
"4 
_— 
wy 
1 
4 x 
38% 
1 
2 
38% 
* 
"Fs 
** 77 
1 
N 22 
© 
u 
ts 
2 
Eo 
8 
W. 
"Py 
"A 
<0 
"IN 
: WU 
1 7 
4 
Wes. '! - 
. * 
4 bY 
- A 
oF 
3 
Gt 
2 
es 
. 47 
1 
14 
33 
1 
2 
"IN 
5 : 
1 « 
. 45 
20 
118 
2 
1 
= 
1 
; 
" 
"3X 
. 
+ 
"mn 
T3 
1Y 
5 
\ 
- 
1 
* 


8 


1 
* 
1 
TE. 
0 
1 
4 
4 
MI 
+ 
* 
+4 
. 
. W 
7 
34.34 
5 / 
* 
n . 
© 2 
N 
181 
da. tl 4 
44 
a VL 
19 
4 
4 * 
27 
"$ 4 
. 
I bd 
N. 
i 
*N 
"% 
# % 
* p 
1 
15 
4 
„ 
— * 
2 
4 
1 
by by 
J. 
7 0 
0 
3+ 8 
4 
4:14 
4 1 
14 
4 
y 
4 
4 
© 
i%4 
4 o 
* } 
W 
54 
90 
$1 
1 
+ 


— " 
> 4 TY IRS n 3 
= 1 hon 
1 8 2 


** BS, 8 


18 


5 4 — 4 
yy FOR 7 4 3 
— 5, 


— 
—— 


2 


ES = 
— = SEL EE 25 bid 5 be 
* HE SN 2 3 
n 1 
r * — 
i, Shot — 


* 
- oy * - 
ES 


* — "JE 


90 ON THE HAPPINESS OF 


they confidently aſſert that ſuch motives had 
no part in the action; and applauding them- 
ſelves for fuch an ingenious diſcovery, they 
raiſe it as a trophy to their pride; for pride 
generally gives riſe to that falſe policy, which 
makes us judge ſo rigorouſly of the actions 
of others; and if ſuch is the weakneſs of 
human nature, that we muſt in one way or 
other deviate from the point of perfection, 


it is infinitely more for our own comfort, 


and for that of all around us, that we ſhould 
err on the ſide of affection and benevo- 
| lence. It is better to be expoſed to the 
danger of deception, than to torment our- 
ſelves with ſubjects of ſuſpicion, perhaps en- 
tirely imaginary. | | 10 
Again: frequently poſſeſſed by ſome paſ- 
ſion which prevents us from cultivating dili- 


gently theſe ſweet affections, we ſuſſer them 


to 
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to be enfeebled, till we render ourſelves 
almoſt inſenſible to them; our ſelf-love be- 
comes confined; it can no longer cheriſh 
even thoſe ſentiments which were the moſt 
calculated to gratify it. By thus neglecting, 
and leaving unexerciſed, our ſocial and 
generous diſpoſitions, we accuſtom ourſelves 
by degrees to conſider our fellow-creatures 
as ſo many inſtruments from which we may 
derive ſome advantage in the affairs of life; 
but we loſe the idea of the pure pleaſure of 
loving. Still more; we ſuffer to periſh in 
our ſouls the ſublime pleaſure of deſiring the 
happineſs of others, without any intereſted 
view to our own: then we regard with in- 
difference thoſe who cannot render us any 
ſervice, or contribute in any manner to dur 
amuſement. Confined within a narrow 
here, we os not extend our focial affec- 


tions 


O 
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tions beyond a ſmall number of friends : 
perhaps there may be ſome who, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, cannot be ſaid to love any one of 
their fellow-creatures. 


But even thoſe who, partly through the 


faults of others, and partly through their 


own, are thus almoſt contracted within them- 


ſelves, and ſuffer their generous and ſocial 
affections to languiſh in total ination; even 
they would reanimate them with a power- 
ful energy, if all mankind ſhould become 


really eſtimable and amiable, and ſhould 


clearly appear ſo to them. You are inform- 
ed that all who ſurround you are changed; 
that they are good and generous; that they 
love you ſincerely and tenderly; and that 

even thoſe ſtrangers whom you ſee at a diſ- 
tance, are impatient to give you proofs of 
the affection which they feel towards you. 
| \ Theſe 
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Theſe obdurate hearts would be no longer 
inflexible; they would, with the moſt pleaſing 
ſurpriſe, feel themſelves affected with the 
| ſame ſentiments which they ſhould find in all 

around them. | 


This will be our caſe in heaven. We 


ſhall be ſecure of meeting, in each of the 


bleſſed, with every diſpoſition, every affec- 
tion, every ſentiment, which we would wiſh 
them to feel towards us. | „ 
We all have a natural deſire to be eſteem- 
ed and beloved. The fact is inconteſtible. 
This is an admirable motive to induce us to 
exert all our faculties in the moſt advan- 
tageous manner; to unite ourſelves to each 
other by the tendereſt friendſhip; to per- 


form the moſt glorious actions. The wil- ; 


dom and goodneſs of Gop are diſplayed in 


this diſpoſition of our hearts. Here below, 


our 
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our own errors and frailties, and a great 
number of external objects; various acci- 


dents, the ignorance of other men, and their 


falſe judgments, often prevent us from gra- 


tifying that noble defire. But the worſt of 
men cannot entirely diveſt themſelves of re- 
gard for the approbation of their fellow- 


creatures. That affection and eſteem which 


by means of certain qualities and actions we 
may have loſt with ſome, we endeavour to 


regain with others by different qualities and 


: 


an altered conduct; but the ſucceſs is always 


uncertain. : | 
Ir will not be thus in heaven. All its in- 
habitants, being really eſtimable and amiable, 
will be conſtantly eſteemed and beloved. We 
ſhall no longer be deceived, with regard 
either to the proper objects of eſteem and 
friendſhip, , or the proper means of inſpi- 
| ring 


n 
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ring them with the ſame ſentiments towards 
ourſelves. : 
Endued with the moſt excellent faculties, 
far more ſuſceptible than we now are of 
moral pleaſures; zealous imitators of the 
great Gop, whom we ſhall then ſee con- 
tinually © face to face;” we ſhall love all 
who approach him;. thoſe innumerable be- 


ings who ſurround his throne, we ſhall love 


with a warmth, a delicacy, and a conſtancy, 
which we can but imperfe&ly conceive 
in this world. Goo loves us better, infi- 
nitely better, than the moſt tender father 
loves his only ſon. We ſhall learn of him 
our fraternal love: regarding all his creatures 
as his children, we ſhall feel for them thar 
peculiar affection with which we are natu- 
rally inſpired for every object, conſidered by 
rhoſe who are dear to us as worthy of theirs. 

| We 
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We ſhall love all our fellow-creatures, every 
intelligent being, for Gop, and in Gov. 
Every circumſtance alſo will concur to pro- 
mote our union and mutual affection. 

Here it 1s quite otherwiſe; there are fre- 
quently jarring intereſts, miſunderſtandings, 
obſcurities, and difficulties, in our affairs and 
our claims, diſcuſſions on property, oppreſ- 
five cuſtoms, tyrannical prejudices on the 
point of honour, and falſe notions reſpecting 
the deſigns and ſentiments of others: from 
hence ariſe fears and ſuſpicions; and then, 
how much time is requiſite, how many ob- 
ſtacles muſt be ſurmounted, in order to be 
ſecure of the regard of our fellow- creatures. 
Every one knows the danger we incur of 
making an improper choice, and of mis- 
placing our confidence; and how difficult it 
is to prevent others from diſtruſting us. 
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There are alſo jealouſies and wars between 
entire nations; the diſadvantageous opinions, 
the enmities, which a trifle ſuddenly pro- 


duces, are fomented and increaſed through 


ſucceeding ages; in a word, innumerable 


events, both -public and private, deſtroy 
mutual affection, or render it teeble, partial, 
and limited. e 


However well diſpoſed we may be, it is 


not poſſible for this affection to prevail in 
our hearts with all the force, and to; all the 
extent, of which it is capable. Either from 
a deficiency of deſerving objects, or from 

various accidental cauſes, it ſeldom happens, 
in the courle of a long life, that we acquire 
more. than two or three friends. towards 


whom we can indulge it without conſtraint 


or diminution; ſome defect, ſome trifling 


circumſtance, reſtrains or interrupts it; and 
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even in the happieſt friendſhips, the impoſ. 
fibility of continually enjoying the ſociery 
of all the objects of our affeQion, the ne- 
ceſſity of ſeparating from ſome in order to 
aſſociate with others, render our tendereſt 


connexions in this world fources of pain as 


well as of pleafure. 
In the mutual ſervices which we render 
to each other here below, there are gene- 
rally ſeveral imperfections: perhaps we de- 
fer them too long; we do not extend them 


to the utmoſt; in conferring a favour we 
: may fail to obſerve a proper delicacy, and 
give pan to the perſon obliged by our man- 
ner of beſtowing a benefit; when we have 
been great benefactors, we are apt almoſt 


inſenſibly to aſſume an authority, which 
thoſe who are the objects of our kindneſs 
feel, without venturing to complain of it. 

8 "Vim 
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On the other ſide, thoſe who have received 
obligations, though really equitable, and 
ſincerely diſpoſed to gratitude, are often 
deceived, with regard to the true value of 
the favours beſtowed: various ſuſpicions re- 
ſpecting the motive of the benefit, ſome 
trifling error in the manner of conferring it, 


| ſome inattention to that /ubtile efſence* which 


conſtitutes the g 
or, finally, that aſcendancy which the bene- 
factor gains, and of which he ſometimes 
makes an improper uſe: all theſe diſturb 
and weaken gratitude, diſcourage and abate 
affection. | . 
How uncommon is perfect mutual affec- 


* 


tion here below! Beſides various ſubjects 
for reciprocal diſtruſt, what a trifle diſquiets 


us! And thoſe almoſt imperceptible defects, : 


* See Miſs H. MoRE's charming poem on Senſibility. 
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which occaſion flight mortifications, few 
people are ſufficiently unprejudiced to diſ- 
cover clearly in themſelves, or to bear with 
meekneſs and thankfulneſs to be told of 
them by others; and how few are there who 
can eradicate them entirely! 

In converſation, and in our ſocial recrea- 
tions, many little difficulties ariſe, which 
greatly diminiſh the pleaſure they might 
afford. Such are, the conſtraint often im- 
poſed upon us; our uncertainty of what at- 
tentions, or what ſubjects of diſcourſe, would 
be the moſt acceptable; the reſerve, the in- 
difference, the ignorance of {ome ; the ex- 
ceſſive vivacity and arrogance of others; 

amuſements ill choſen, in which we neglect 
and offend ſome perſon, becauſe a ſeparate 
intereſt interpoſes; a failure in reſpect; 
marked preferences, which render ſome in- 


different, 
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different, and raiſe jealouſy and indignation 
in the hearts of others; frequently an un- 
polite eagerneſs, which leads ſeveral perſons 
to ſpeak at the ſame time, to interrupt each 
other, or to ſuffer no one to be heard but 


themſelves. By theſe means the moſt inte- 


reſting converſations degenerate into broken 


ſentences, without order, and without con- 
ſiſtency; or change into tedious ſoliloquies, 
which reduce a man of taſte to folitary me- 
ditation in the midſt of a large company; as 
few people have attained to that perfect 
politeneſs which can give a long and unin- 
terrupted attention to that which is diſagree- 
able or unintereſting, notwithſtanding it is 
ſo neceſſary to the real comfort of .life: all 
this creates diſguſt, reſtleſſneſs, impatience, 
and a defire to be elſewhere. 


n < Theſe 
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 « Theſe, and a thouſand griefs minute as cheſe, 

“ Corrode our comfort, and deſtroy our eaſe.” 

It would be an endleſs taſk to enumerate 
the various unpleaſant circumſtances which 
intrude themſelves into ſociety, even amongſt 
thoſe who have always the inclination to 
render it agreeable, and talents to enable 
them to do ſo. 

Thar all theſe inconveniencies will be ex- 

_ cluded from heaven, we ſhall be convinced, 
when we conſider the difference of our fa- 
culties, ſentiments, and ſituation there. An 
unbounded confidence, united hearts, ſouls 
open to each other, celeſtial benevolence; 
a ſovereign contempt for thoſe vain diſtinc- 
tions which flatter our confined imaginations 
here below; a pure and ardent affection, and 
in conſequence of that, an unwearied en- 


Poem on Senſibility. 
deavour 


THE LIFE TO COME. 103 


deavour to promote the happineſs of our 


fellow creatures, by gratifying to the utmoſt 


of our power their inclinations and taſtes; 
inclinations well - regulated and amiable, taſtes 
corrected and refined, and which we ſhall 


diſcover diſtinctly at the firſt interview: it 


appears evident to me, that with all theſe 
favourable circumſtances, a real and reaſon- 
able politeneſs, that politeneſs which, pro- 
ceeding from the heart where charity reigns, 
excludes all troubleſome formalities, and 
exerts the moſt obliging attentions, will uni- 
verſally prevail amongſt ſuch beings as the 


inhabitants of heaven muſt be ſuppoſed 


to be. 

Not only an oppoſition of intereſts can 
have no place there, but on the contrary, 
all our intereſts muſt neceſſarily be united. 


If che objects which might be profitable to 


A us, 
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us, were ſufficiently abundant to be equally 
uſeful to us all; or if they were of ſuch a 
nature, that each of us might obtain the 
poſſeſſion of them, without deſtroying or 
diminiſhing that of others; it every one, 
ſatisfied with his own preſent pleaſures, 
patiently waiting till his lawful exertions 
ſhould procure greater for him, regarded 
thoſe of others with no view but to congra- 
tulate them ſincerely upon their enj oyment 
of them: in ſhort, if the happineſs of each 
individual; far from being prejudicial to 
others, augmented the felicity of all; and 
if every affection, concentered in the Su- 
preme Being, tended in conformity with his 
to promote that univerſal felicity, it is evi- 
dent that each particular intereſt, inſtead of 
oppoſing the general advantage, would be 
cloſely connected with it; and that common 

| | intereſt 
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intereſt would unite every heart by indiſſo- 
luble bands. | 


This will be our ſituation in heaven; 


there our mutual affection, ſtrengthened by 
our progreſs in knowledge and virtue, ani- 
mated by the preſence and by the love of 
Gop, encouraged by all around us, free 


from all impediments, and ſecure from all 


indifference, will be more ardent and ten- 


der towards each individual of the bleſſed, 
than that which we now feel for the moſt 


beloved friend. Amongſt ſo many millions 


of aſſociates in felicity, we ſhall not exclude 


one from this univerſal regard; yet the mul- 


tiplicity of the objects of our friendſhip 


will not diminiſh its force. We may be 


convinced of this, as we have many exam- 


ples here below which in ſome meaſure prove 
it to us. A father and mother who have a 


numerous 
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numerous family, or a perſon who paſles his 


life amidft a circle of choſen friends, may 
afford us theſe examples. The parents love 
their children, the friend his friends, with- 
out any individual depriving the reſt of the 
ſentiments due to them; they love them all 
ſincerely and tenderly; they cannot loſe one 
of them without feeling a ſevere pang. I 
do not ſay that they have an equal affection 
for them all; that is not neceſſary; and I 
am far from ſuppoſing that particular friend- 
ſhips will be excluded from heaven. There, 
probably, as well as upon earth, will be 
_ thoſe ſingular affinities, and favourable con- 
currences, which, united with true merit, 
form thoſe friendſhips, ſo intimate, ſo pre- 


cious, and ſo uncommon, the mere idea of 


which is ever ſoothing to the ſoul, Will 


thoſe who by the moſt diligent exertions 
have 
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have eſtabliſned ſuch an union upon earth, 
loſe the fruit of all their cares in the man- 
ſions of glory and happineſs? Surely not. 

There thy bright train, immortal friendſhip, ſoar, 

« No more to part, to mingle tears no more 

« And, as the ſoftening hand of time endears 

« The joys and ſorrows of our infant years; 

« So there the ſoul, releas'd from human ſtrife, 

5 Smiles at the little cares and ills of life; 


* Its lights and ſhades, its ſunſhine and its ſhow'rs, 
« Asat a dream that charm'd her vacant hours.“ 


The imagination, ever active, ever in- 
quiſitive, loves to anticipate futurity, and 
to form airy ſcenes of happineſs, which, 
when they relate to this world alone, fre- 
quently fade and vaniſh away. But when 
we extend our views to the realms of ever- 
laſting felicity, we may ſafely indulge our- 75 
ſelves in contemplating the enchanting proſ- 
1 Pleaſures of Memory. | 
pects, 
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veſts, which, founded on faith, and illumi- 
nated by hope, will become brighter on a 


nearer approach, increaſing more and more 


unto the perfect day. We may anticipate the 


| happineſs we ſhall there derive from the re- 


newal of our earthly friendſhips; and ſuch 


reflections will conſole the afflited heart, 


when every other comfort fails. 


When a fond parent weeps over a de- 


parted child, what conſolation can the world 
afford? Let us ſuppoſe that child to be 
the only fon of his mother, and ſhe a widow; 
in vain her friends attempt to ſoothe her 
ſorrows; ; they cannot awaken in her ſoul 
- thoſe tranſporting ſenſations which the fond 
careſſes of her child continually excited; 


ſenſations which only parents feel. But | 


when ſhe looks beyond the grave, when ſhe 


contemplates her once ſuffering infant trans- 


formed 
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formed into an angel of light, ſhe fubmits 


with pious reſignation to the will of her 


heavenly Father; while ſhe meditates with 
rapture on that period, when her ſoul, diſ- 
engaged from the fetters of mortality, ſhall 
aſcend to the throne of God, and be wel- 
comed to thoſe bliſsful regions by a glorious 
angel, once the innocent cauſe of her tears, 
but thenceforth the ſweet companion and 
Joyful promoter of her eternal felicity ! 

How often is a ſon deprived of an affec- 
tionate and virtuous father, at that early 
period of life, when, aſſailed by temptations, 
and deceived by falſe appearances, a pru- 
dent guardian is moſt requiſite to guide his 
ſteps in ſafety through ſurrounding dangers, 
What muſt be the tranſport of ſuch a fa- 
ther, when he ſhall meet his ſon entering 


into the regions of celeſtial peace, to receive 


the 


oe ef 
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the reward of a virtuous and holy life; and 
ſhall hear him acknowledge the advantages 
he had received from thoſe principles of 
piety, and thoſe examples of virtue, by 
which his paternal care had eſtabliſhed his 
heart in the right way, during the years of 
childhood; which had influenced his con- 
duct to the laſt moment of his mortal ex- 
iſtence, had pointed out to him the path of 
life, and taught him to paſs with religious 
courage through the valley of the ſhadow of 
death! | 
What muſt be the feelings of the pious 
paſtor, when he ſhall meet thoſe happy ſpirits 
over whom he had watched in this life with 
parental care and tenderneſs; to whom he had 


diſplayed, in their moſt attractive colours, 


the ſacred doctrines of the goſpel; the timid, 
whom he had e with confidence; the 
| diſcontented, 


dif 


tie 
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diſcontented, whom he had armed with pa- 
tience; the deſpairing, whom he had ſoothed 
with hope; the ignorant, whom he had bleſt 
with inſtruction; the careleſs, whom he had 
awakened to watchfulneſs; the proud, whom 
he had converted to humility. How will he 
rejoice to behold their felicity, and to hear 


them acknowledge their gratitude to him, 


while with religious joy he ſhall behold in 
himſelf the accompliſhment of that promiſe 


of ſcripture, they that turn many to righ- 
« teouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the ſtars for ever 
and ever.“ 1 | 
Thoſe whole precepts and example have 
extended beyond the ſhort duration of their 
own life, and the narrow ſphere in which 
they moved upon earth; whoſe writings 
have defended the truths of religion againſt 
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the attacks of falſe philoſophy, and aſſerted 
the cauſe of pure. morality in defiance of 
licentious ſophiſtry; will offer continual 
praiſes to the Lord who giveth wiſdom, who 
enabled them to employ their talents to his 


glory; and whilſt in heaven they rejoice in | 


the effects of their labours, with thoſe glo- 
rified ſpirits who had derived inſtruction 


from them upon earth, they will find con- 


firmed this ſacred truth, that “ the fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom, and 
e the praiſe of it endureth for ever.” 
Perhaps ſome difference of opinion, ſome 
unfortunate miſunderſtanding, had ſeparated 
on earth thoſe who once were tenderly at- 
tached to each other; circumſtances, which 
could not be explained, had weakened 
eſteem, and interrupted friendſhip; | but 


© Pſa, cxi. 10. 
I when 
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when all the miſts of error. ſhall vaniſh be- 
fore the l ght of truth, and the man whoſe 
conduct had been unjuſtly blamed in this 
world, ſhall be acknowledged by his gra- 
cious maſter as his good and faithful ſervant, 
with what rapture will that friendſhip be re- 
newed, which no doubts, no ſuſpicion, can 
ever more diſturb: while thoſe whoſe ten- 
der attachment, founded on mutual eſteem, 
and confirmed by continual proofs of reci- 
procal affection, had remained unſhaken, 


even by that ſtroke of death which ſeparated 


them for a time, will, when they ſhall meet 
in the heavenly manſions, look forward to 
the everlaſting enjoyment of thoſe bleſſings 
which flow from the indulgence of the ſo- 
cial affections, and above all, from virtuous 
friendſhip. They will fear no interruption 
to their felicity; for time, and all its atten- 
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dant cares and ſorrows, will be ſwallowed 
up in eternity, and perfect happineſs will be 
their everlaſting inheritance: 

« That holy calm, that harmony of mind, 

«© Where purity and peace immingle charms.” 
Such an union ſuppoſes an aſſemblage on 
both ſides of every virtue; a fervent piety 
and ſtedfaſt probity, an extent, a delicacy 
of benevolence, and of ſocial affections, 
which, without being able abſolutely to 
conquer defects and weakneſſes, induce us 
without difficulty mutually to endure and 
pardon them. The general effects of theſe 
diſpoſitions and ſentiments will continue for 
e er; and why not then this particular in- 
timacy, ſo ſimilar to that which will unite 
every ſoul in heaven? Will not a con- 
nexion, founded on the ſame baſis as our 


b Thomſon. 
eternal 
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eternal felicity, endure like that for ever 
and ever? This pleaſing hope conſtitutes 
here below the moſt ſoothing, the moſt ſolid 
conſolation of thoſe friends who are ſepa- 
rated by death: it prevents this king of ter- 
rors, that terrible enemy of all thoſe who 
live without hope, and without Gop in the 
world, from depriving us, by the very idea 
of his approach, of the tranſporting plea- 
ſures of friendſhip. We may believe that 
this ſweet hope will not deceive us; but 
that, like all the others which are founded 
upon the goodneſs of Gop, and upon what 
there is in ourſelves moſt laudable, and moſt 
worthy of his approbation, it will never be de- 
ſtroyed, until that which is perfect being come, 
that which is in part ſhall be done away, and 


« Faith be loſt in ſight, and hope in joy!” 
i Miſs H. Mozz's Sacred Dramas. 
I 2 The 
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The inequality of rank which we have 
reaſon to believe will be eſtabliſhed amongſt 
the olorified ſpirits, will not create envy or 
jealouſy in our purified ſouls.* Theſe odious 
paſſions ariſe only from a conflict of real or 
of imaginary intereſts, and from rhe abuſe 
of a noble ambition, which is inſeparable 
from an intelligent being. But a conflict of 
real intereſts will have no place in heaven; 
and imaginary oppoſition will, without doubt, 
be equally excluded from thence, for it pro- 
ceeds only from our errors. With regard 
to that ambition which is natural to us, that 
conſtant deſire to exalt and improve our- 
ſelves, we ought to cheriſh and encourage 


* It appears from ſeveral texts of ſcripture, that a dif- 
ference of rank prevails amongſt the angels. See Rom. 
viii. 38. Epheſ. i. 21. Col. i. 26. And the ſame differ- 
ence between the bleſſed in heaven ſeems to be alluded to 


by our Saviour, Matth. xi. 11; xxv. 21, 23. Alſo, Luke 
xix. 17, 19. 


it; 
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it; but when we direct that improperly, 
which is in itſelf ſo worthy of us, when we 
ſuffer ourſelves to be governed by an ex- 
travagant and impetuous imagination, we 
perſuade ourſelves that the exaltation of 
another debaſes us, that his ſuperior felicity 
diminiſhes our own; and, judging only by a 
fooliſh compariſon, we imagine that to pre- 
vent others from equalling or excelling us, 
IS to advance ourſelves, and that our hap- 
pineſs will be augmented, in proportion as 
theirs is diminiſhed. Theſe falſe and cruel 
ideas will not enter into the abode of the 
blefled; all will be rectified there, and the 
nobleſt ſentiments will prevail in their ut- 
moſt purity and luſtre. 

If envy were not totally eradicated from 
our minds, an equality of rank amongſt the 
inhabitants of heaven would not prevent it 
"22 from 
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from exerting its baneful influence: even if 
we were exalted far above all created be- 
ings, yet then the Creator himſelf would 
become the object of our envy, which, re- 
gardleſs of the height ro which we had 
already attained, would {till afpire to be 
ſupreme. | 

« Yet all his good prov'd ill in me, 

And wrought but malice; lifted up ſo high 

« I *sdain'd ſubjection, and thought one ſtep higher 

« Would ſet me higheſt.“ 1 

If in heaven we ſhould be ſubje& to 
envy, our felicity there would be infinitely 
more precarious, and frequently more im- 
perfet, than that which we enj oy upon 
earth. The difference of degrees of dignity 
or pleaſure here cannot be compared with 
that which we ſhall meet with there; or, in 
other words, the objects which we here re- 


1 Milton. 
garded 
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garded as objects of envy, will then be far 
more numerous and conſiderable. 

There is generally in this world a balance 
of good and evil, which reduces our ſeveral 
lots almoſt to an equality. In heaven, on 
the contrary, there will probably be degrees 
of rank infinitely varied. Ir is true that 
there will not be any real evils; but an en- 
vious man would create as many imaginary 
ills as he ſhould find beings ſuperior to him- 
ſelf, and imaginary evils produce real miſery; 
 {ince then envy would neceſſarily be pro- 
ductive of unhappineſs, it muſt be excluded 
from thoſe peaceable realms, where Gop 
has fixed the throne of his glory, and where 


concord and mutual affection will be amongſt 


the principal ſources and ſupports of the 
univerſal felicity. And therefore that odious 
paſſion, as well as jealouſy, covetouſneſs, 
and 
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and all which are connected with it, are ſo 
expreſsly, ſo ſtrongly, and ſo frequently 


pointed out in the ſcriptures, as incompati- 


ble with that purity of heart which ſhall 


make us heirs of the kingdom of heaven. 


In the preſence of Gop, and amidſt the 


angels and glorified ſaints, every one en- 
tirely free from theſe hateful ſentiments, 
Will be content with his lot; every one, will 
rejoice in the ſuperior felicity of others. It 
belongs only to the heavenly virtues of hu- 
mility and charity, to diffuſe over our hearts, 


through all eternity, this admirable ſource 


of tranquillity and joy: we can form but a 
very imperfect idea of that treaſure of hap. 
pineſs, that amazing variety of pleaſures, 
with which this alone will enrich the man- 
ſions of immortality. One of my fellow. 
creatures makes a diſcovery which delights 

him; 


Dre 


n oo c af 
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him; I alſo enjoy it with him. Another, 
ſuperior to us both, communicates to me 
ſome new augmentation of his grandeur and 
felicity; I participate in it in the ſame man- 
ner: thus I in ſome meaſure appropriate to 
myſelf all the happineſs of heaven. 


Here below, either becauſe our generous 
ſentiments are far inferior to thoſe which 
we ſhall then poſſeſs, becauſe the felicity of 
others as well as our own is too much blend- | 


ed with ſorrow to claim great congratula- 


tions, or becauſe that being too much oc- 
cupied with our own affairs, and our own 
troubles, we can only receive ſlightly and 
tranſiently the agreeable impreſſions of an 


affectionate ſympathy; thoſe pleaſures which 


we derive merely from our knowledge of 
the pleaſures of others, are ſeldom very 
lively or very numerous. But theſe ob- 
| ftacles 
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ſtacles will ceaſe in heaven: our hearts, 
purified and tranquil, having no other oc- 


cupation than to indulge agreeable ſenti- 


ments, will yield to them without reſerve, : 
and each of us ſhall enjoy the happineſs of 


all the reſt. 

In this world there are few to whom we 
wiſh to diſplay all the emotions of Joy which 
we experience. Frequently we fear that 
our friends might find the ſubject frivolous, 
and enter into it with a degree of coldneſs 
and indifference which would give us pain; 
and if the perſon to whom we wiſh to open 
our whole ſoul, is much leſs happy than 


ourſelves, we can ſcarcely avoid fearing that 


our lot might lead him to refle& upon his 
own, and might mingle with his joy a ſecret 
mortification, We may ſuſpect that he is 
capable of ſome emotions of envy, becauſe 
we 


hk Aud 


— 
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we feel a conſciouſneſs that we are ſo our- 
ſelves. But ſuch doubts can have no place 
in heaven. After what I have ſaid, to en- 
large upon each particular would be only 
repetition. 

The people of China and Japan imagine 
that it is impoſſible for us to be perfectly 
happy, whilſt we ſee others excel us in ta- 
lents, and ſurpaſs us in felicity. To recon- 
cile this idea with the happineſs of heaven, 
they ſuppoſe that, by an agreeable illuſion, 
every one will there perſuade himſelf that 
he is more favoured and more happy than 
the reſt; © 

This proceeds from an ignorance, or at 
leaſt a very imperfect knowledge, of the 
wonderful effects which are produced by 
thoſe two excellent virtues, which ſhine 
forth with ſuch luſtre in the goſpel, —humi- 
lity 
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lity and charity. Into what abſurd miſtakes 
do they fall reſpecting true happineſs, when 
they attribute it to illuſion and deceit! And 
what ſhould we gain by this ridiculous ſtra- 
tagem? We ſhould deſtroy one of the moſt 
abundant ſources of our celeſtial pleaſure. 

_ Gop has given me a being, he has given 
me a ſoul; he offers me a felicity which is 
ſufficient to. gratify it entirely, Shall I 
countera& this felicity? Shall I mingle bit- 


terneſs with it, becauſe I know that there 


are ſpirits ſuſceptible of more extenſive hap- 
pineſs? Far from complaining of this, I 
admire his goodneſs the more; I give him 
thanks with the greateſt ſincerity for the 
bleſſings which he has beſtowed on others; 
this gratitude conſtitutes a part of the very 


ſmall return which it is in my power to make 


to him, for thoſe he has beſtowed on me. 
My 
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My thankfulneſs towards him, my benevo- 
lence and tender affection towards all the 
reſt of the bleſſed, who love me perhaps 


even to a greater degree than I love them, 


are eſſential parts of my happineſs. Shall 1 


envy their glory or felicity, becauſe it is 
ſuperior to my own? Ah, rather, how 
ſhould I rejoice to be able to exalt them 
ſill higher! But I do enjoy this divine 
pleaſure; my ſentiments augment their hap- 
pineſs. I exerciſe their ſublimeſt faculties; 


that which inclines my heart towards them, 


animates and increaſes their affection for 


me; they exert their talents to pleaſe me; 
I afford them the delightful employment 


of endeavouring to become uſeful to me. 


Thus they are indebted to me for a part 
of that joy which ariſes from being perfect 


in love, as I am indebted to them for the 


gratitude 
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gratitude and affection with which they in- 
ſpire me. 7. 
This is aſſuredly the light in which we 
ſhall conſider theſe things in heaven, and 
ſuch the ſentiments which will prevail there. 
Then there will be no neceſſity for a con- 


currence of circumſtances to form this de- 


lightful union of hearts: at the firſt meeting, 
at the firſt ſight of an inhabitant of heaven, 
we ſhall feel a mutual attachment, and ſhall 
be one heart and one ſpirit. 

In the immenſe regions of immortality my 
curioſity leads me to ſeek thoſe who are un- 
known to me; friends whom I have never 


| ſeen. I arrive amongſt them; immediately 


all preſs around me, and every one endea- 
vours to the utmoſt of his power to procure 
me pleaſure. My ſatisfaction animates their 


| zeal; and their generous and tender joy is 
SS, | the 
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the moſt delightful ſource of mine. I meet 
every where with innumerable multitudes, 
but never with an enemy. All thoſe who 
ſee me, immediately wiſh to add to my hap- 
pineſs; it is their firſt idea, their prevailing 
inclination, their predominant paſſion. They 
know that my heart is inſpired with the fame 
ſentiments towards them; we give recipro- 
cal aſſurances of affectionate attachment, and 
enjoy the delightful pleaſures of virtuous 
friendſhip. 

This ſweet ſentiment will be continually 
augmenting; and what warmth, what deli- 
cacy, what wiſe and benevolent attentions, 
will be diſplayed to increaſe our mutual love, 
and to vary our mutual pleaſures! One of 
the occupations to which we ſhall apply 
with the greateſt ardour, will be to diſco- 
ver, and turn to advantage, every thing 

4 which 
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which can promote and extend the happi- 
neſs of others. ; 

In the preſent ſtate of things it is not 
poſſible to conceive the degree of tranquil- 
lity, content, and pleaſure, which will ac- 
company that univerſal and reciprocal affec- 
tion; eſpecially if we ſuppoſe it infinitely 
more animated, as well as more pure, than 
it could be here below, even if all mankind 
were perfectly virtuous; and we muſt ima- 
gine that it will be fo, in conſequence of 
the great ſuperiority of our celeſtial diſpoſi- 
tions, of the additional motives which we 
ſhall then have, and of the many favour- 
able circumſtances which we ſhall there meet 
with. 

If any perſon doubts whether theſe ad- 
mirable ſentiments of fraternal love will pre- 
vail in heaven, and deſires a conſirmation of 

it 
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it from ſcripture, he may be eaſily ſatisfied, 


T ſhall not inſiſt upon the proofs which rea- 
ſon alone affords. All which I have faid 
of our ſocial diſpoſitions, of our natural 
affections, of the principal ſources of our 
pleaſures, and of our ideas of the infinite 
number of the inhabitants of heaven, offer 
theſe proofs at firſt ſight to every attentive 


perſon; but let us conſider what li ght reve» 


lation affords to confirm our conjectures on 
this intereſting ſubject. 

« After this I beheld, and lo! a great 
& multitude, which no man could number, 
© of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
« and tongues, ſtood before the throne and 
ce before the Lamb, clothed with white 
„ robes, and palms in their hands. They 
& are before the throne of Gop, and ſerve 


him day and night in his temple; and he 
| K what -* 


*# * 
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ce that ſitteth on the throne ſhall dwell among 


them.“ * Ve are come unto mount Sion, 


& and unto the city of the living Gop, the 


& heavenly Jeruſalem; and to an innumer- 
e able company of angels, to the general 
& afſembly and church of the firſt-born 
c which are written in heaven, and to Gop 
« the judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt 
ce men made perfect, and to Jeſus the medi- 
& ator of the new covenant.” 

If it be alledged that theſe paſſages do 
not abſolutely expreſs the mutual affection 
of the bleſſed, yet they certainly imply it; 


and even without admitting theſe as proofs, 


we ſhall ſtill find as many as are neceſſary. 
St. Paul, in the epiſtle to the Epheſians, 
ſtrongly expreſſes this ſpiritual union, by a 
metaphorical alluſion to an edifice, firmly 


m Rev. Vil. 9. 15. b Heb. xii. 22, 23, 24. 


founded, 


1 e 
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founded, and elegantly conſtrufted. © Now 


ec therefore ye are no more ſtrangers and 
ce foreigners, but fellow- citizens with the 
& ſaints, and of the houſhold of Gop; and 


ce are built upon the foundation of the 


ce apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt him- 


« ſelf being the chief corner ſtone; in whom 


« all the building, fitly framed together, 
« groweth into an holy temple in the Lord: 
in whom ye alſo are builded together 
e for an habitation of Go, through the 
“e ſpirit.“ In the epiſtle to the Coloſſians, 
he ſays, '* Above all put on charity, which 
« is the bond of perfectaeſs. And let the 
& peace of God rule in your hearts, to the 
* which alſo ye are called in one body.“ 
St. John ſays, © He chat loveth not, know- 
& eth not Gop, for God is love; and he 
* Epheſ. ii. 13, 22. Þ Col. ii. 14, 15. 
k 2 «& that 
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ee that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in Gov, 
& and Gop in him.“ And St. Paul's ad- 
mirable deſcription of that charity which 
* never faileth,“ comprehends all the ſen- 
timents which J have particularized. 

We may then conclude, that the ſocial 
pleaſures which we ſhall enjoy in heaven, 
will be uninterrupted and perfe&; not pro. 

| ducing that immoderate and impetuous joy 
which ſometimes accompanies them here, 
and which is more frequently the effe& of 
thoughtleſs levity, than the expreſſion of 
real ſatisfaction; for true content is tranquil, 
and the moſt heartfelt pleaſure ſerious; but 
our joy in heaven will be an eternal ſerenity, 
animated by the moſt delightful tranſports. 
No tumult, no confuſion, none of that tur- 
bulent mirth which exhauſts the ſpirits of 
thoſe who feel it, and embarraſſes and wea- 


41 John iv. 8, 16. 1 Cor. xiii, 8. ries 
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ries thoſe who feel it not; but an univerſal 
tranquillity, a ſweet ſatisfaction; a joy, lively, 
yet calm; pleaſures ſenſible and animated, 
but pure, and always accompanied with that 


| amiable circumſpeQion which a tender friend- 


ſhip inſpires; ſentiments exquiſite and inex- 


preſſible, yet free from violence; ſentiments 
which will impel us, not to introduce diſ- 
cord amidſt the univerſal harmony of hearts, 
but to improve that harmony more and 
more, and to raiſe it to a degree of perfec- 
tion, infinitely above the moſt enchanting 
image which the brighteſt imagination can 


trace. For we ſhall not © love in word, nei- 


% ther in tongue, but in deed, and in truth.“ 
« We ſhall have fellowſhip one with an- 
ce other, and our fellowſhip will be with the 
& Father, and with his ſon Jeſus Chriſt.“ 
*x John iii. 18. * x John i. 3, 7. 
ON 
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PART IV. 


LET us now conſider ſome of the celeſtial 


pleaſures which we ſhall derive more imme- 
diately from our own reflections, and from 
ſome other circumſtances which I have not 
| had an opportunity of mentioning, and 
Which will greatly add to our happineſs in 
heaven. 
Memory is a kind of reſtoration of the 
paſt: when we feel, or foreſee as certain, 
effects 
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effects of a diſtant cauſe, which no longer 
exiſts, this gives in ſome meaſure a new ex- 
iſtence to that cauſe, and places it again be- 
fore us. When this relates to an action 
which we have performed, and which it was 


in our own power to have avoided, the idea 


or recollection of that action is a preſent 


ſource of pleaſing or of painful ſentiments, 


according to the conſequences of that con- 


duct which we recal to our remembrance. 
| No ſituation can be more dreadful, than a 
ſtate of miſery towards which we have vo- 
luntarily directed our ſteps for a long time, 
and into which we have at length plunged 
ourſelves. Whatever may be the torment 
which we endure, our greateſt ſuffering con- 


ſiſts in the reproaches of our conſcience. 


And in the ſame manner, in a happy ſitua- 


tion, at which we havearrived by attentions 
© he and 


y 
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and exertions, full of circumſpection, pru- 
dence, and aſſiduity, ſome of our moſt agree- 
able reflection ariſe from ſelf. approbation. 
The more difficulties we have ſurmounted, 


and the more dangers we have avoided, the 


more perfectly we enjoy the happineſs ac- 


quired. 

Such is our ſenſibility to what is proper 
and reaſonable, that independently of the 
ſucceſs of our actions, we feel pleaſure or 
ſorrow according to the conduct we have 
purſued. If we have done what ought na- 
turally to bring upon us great misfortunes, 
as the loſs of reputation, fortune, or health; 

and if, contrary to the common courſe of 
things, theſe misfortunes have not befallen 
us, —yet there ſtill remains a ſevere puniſh- 
ment in our own breaſt; we are ſecretly 
aſhamed of the eſteem which the world ex- 


preſſes 
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preſſes for us, we cannot help in con- 
feſſing that we have not deſerved it; our 
poſſeſſions appear to us to be in ſome mea- 
ſure unjuſtly acquired; our health a bleſſing 
which we ought not to enjoy; at leaſt we 
certainly do not experience the comfort and 
ſatisfaction which we ſhould feel without 
theſe humiliating reflections. And if, in- 
ſtead of loſing any thing, though we de- 
ſerved to be deprived of all, we have on the 
contrary obtained rewards which were due 
only to qualities of which we have been 
entirely deſtitute, or to efforts which we have 
not exerted, we then profit with regret from 
the ignorance of our ſuperiors, who, by 

exalting us, have perhaps been guilty of 
- injuſtice towards a more worthy object. 
That reward, however great it may be, can 
afford us only inconſiderable pleaſure, in 


compariſon - 
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compariſon of what thoſe who had deſerved 
it would enjoy, 


On the contrary, ſuch is the power and 


influence of ſelf-approbation, that it alle- 
viates the greateſt calamities. To be able 


to ſay with truth, This is not my fault; 
5 I have ated with all poſſible prudence to 
& avoid this misfortune; I have not departed 
© from my integrity;” this diſarms our 
ſorrows of their ſting, and almoſt converts 


them into comforts. So delightful is the 


| pleaſure of ſelf-eſteem and approbation, that 


when our misfortunes are the effects of our 


virtues, which ſometimes happens amidſt the 
diſorders of the preſent world, then they 
change their nature and ceaſe to be evils, 
Are we poor? Perhaps it is becauſe we 
have reſtored to the right owners, though 
not compelled to it * the law, that wealth 

which 
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which our predeceſſors had gained by ra- 
pine and extortion; our poverty then be- 
comes a treaſure, of more value * than 
« thouſands of gold and filver.”* If in the 
cauſe of religion or virtue we ſhould loſe 
friends or reputation, yet, if our heart 
& condemn us not, and we have confidence 
© towards Gop,“ we may conſole our- 
ſelves for the loſs of eſteem and regard, 
with the ſoothing reflections ariſing from a 
good conſcience; truſting that He to whom 
all hearts are open, will in a future world, 
| when the miſts of error ſhall be diſpelled, 
bring forth our © righteouſneſs as the light, 
e and our juſt dealing as the noon- day. - 

With what pleaſure ſhall we reflect in 
heaven upon the various temptations we 
have reſiſted, and the numerous evils we 


x Pſa, cxix, 72» 7 I John iii. 21. Pſa. xxxvii. 6. 
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have endured, in purſuing with fortitude 
and perſeverance the path tending towards 
that felicity, to which we have at length 
attained. Thus delightfully ſhall we enjoy 
the paſt, and, all evil having ceaſed, © Gop 
c ſhall wipe away all tears from our eyes.“ 
We ſhall poſſeſs, without any abatement, the 
fruit of our cares and exertions; and that 


approbation of our own conſcience, which 
on earth had ſeldom been greater than to 


afford us conſolation in our calamities, ſhall 
become in heaven a pure and ſenſible plea- 
ſure; a pleaſure which reaſon will no longer 
oppoſe, or humility condemn; for we are 
there no longer to work out our own ſal- 
vation with fear and trembling,””. but to 
obey the call of our glorified Maſter; — 
“Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 

. 


wy kingdom 
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« kingdom prepared for you, from the 
* foundation of the world.“ | 

More impreſt with the beauty of virtue 
than we were, or could be, here below, 
we ſhall not only rejoice in our ſelf-appro- 
bation, with regard to the paſt, but we 
ſhall anticipate this celeſtial pleaſure in an 
everlaſting futurity; for we ſhall be aſſured 
of preſerving it inviolate, and of augment- 
ing it continually, through eternal ages. 
Upon earth, alas! we feel this pleaſure but 
very imperfectly. One day diſtinguiſhed by 


ſome great victory over our own heart, one 


day on which we can reflect with ſelf. appro- 
bation, is a truly valuable day, and may 
almoſt be compared to thoſe which we ſhall 
paſs in heaven. But through our negli- 
gence and weakneſs, theſe days ſeldom arrive; 


E Matth. XXV. 34. 
aud 


je 
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and even when they do, our joy is abated 


by ſome melancholy recollection of the paſt, 


and by the fear which it occaſions that the 
next day may reſemble thoſe numerous pre- 


ceding ones, which have been ſtained with 


- fin. We can, therefore, form but a faint 
idea of that tranſporting felicity which will 


proceed from the conſtant ſelf-approbation 
which we ſhall enjoy in that illuſtrious aſſem- 
bly of ſaints, where our moſt ardent defire 
will be to advance © from glory to glory,“ 


ec unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the 


c fullneſs of Chriſt.”?* 


| This boundleſs proſpect of happineſs will 
be enjoyed in perfect ſecurity. Here below 
the idea of our mortality, and of our ſub- 


jection to corporeal pains, conſtantly accom- 
panies us. We are ſenſible every moment 


« 2 Cor. lil. 18. Epheſ. iv. 13. 


oe > 
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that ſome accident may arrive the next, to 
deprive us of the fleeting breath of life; and 
that however happily we may eſcape from 
the dangers which hover continually around 
us, yet in a ſhort ſpace of time we muſt ne- 
ceſſarily become a prey to decay and death. 


Our occupations both of buſineſs and plea- 


ſure frequently lead us into perils; while 
terror and anxiety diminiſh our enjoyments, 
and intrude into almoſt every circumſtance 
of life. 

In heaven we ſhall no longer be object to 
the wars of elements, or to thoſe more ter- 
rible revolutions which ariſe from the paſ- 
ſions of mankind, and bring in their train 
miſeries and deſtruction; miſeries more for- 
midable, and deſtruction more frequent, than 
are * by infectious diſeaſes, ferocious 

animals, 
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animals, overflowing ſeas, or contending 


ſtorms. 


« Fate, arm'd with thunder, fire, and ev*ry plague, 
«« That ruins, tortures, or diſtrafts mankind, 
And makes the happy wretched in an hour, 

< O'erwhelms you not with woes ſo terrible 


'« As your own wrath,” 


The preſent ſtate of things renders it im 
poſſible, even with the greateſt care, to 


avoid misfortunes; and mankind are in ge- 
neral ſo indiſcreet and inconſiderate, as not 


to reflect what evil their conduct may bring 


upon others. Is it ſurpriſing then, that, even 
without enmity, we are continually croſſing 


and claſhing with each other, and that our 
negligence occaſions various evils, which a 
ſmall degree of prudence would have pre- 


vented? _ | 
| f Armſtrong. | 
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Without misfortune, what calamities! 
% And what hoſtilities, without a foe! 

« Nor are foes wanting to the beſt on earth. 

c But endleſs is the liſt of human ills, 

And ſighs might ſooner fail, than cauſe to figh.''s 

But even in this life misfortunes would 
be much leſs frequent, if mankind were 
united by that bond of mutual affection, 
which our Saviour earneſtly recommends to 
his diſciples as their peculiar diſtinction. 
« By this ſhall all men know that ye are 
my diſciples, if ye have love one to an- 
& other.” Such misfortunes cannot there- 
fore have place in an abode where the 
tumults both of the natural and moral world 
will ſubſide into peace, and we ſhall love 
our neighbour as ourſelves.” | 

We cannot perhaps, here below, form 
an adequate idea of the pleaſure ariſing from 

© Dr. Young, ® John xiii. 35. 1 Matth. xxii. 29. 


perfect 
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perfect ſecurity. It is impoſſible to enjoy 
ſuch a ſtate on earth, and therefore we can- 
not acquire a juſt idea of the ſatisfaction and 
joy which muſt accompany the aſſurance of 
an abſolute exemption from all danger. We 
are ſo far from being able to acquire perfect 
tranquillity in this world, that, on the con- 
trary, the moment we reflect on that which 
de do experience, it appears ſo ill- founded, 
that we immediately loſe it, and can recover 
it only by ceaſing to reflect. I am in health 
to-day, but am I certain that I ſhall be fo 
to-morrow? The friend whoſe ſociety is 
now ſo delightful to me, in a few days per- 
haps may be ſnatched from me by death, 
In ſhort, if we were to meditate on all the 
| Probable dangers which threaten us every : 
moment, upon what baſis ſhould we found 
our tranquillity? It is true, that many per- 
n ſons 
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ſons live without fear, even when they are 
threatened with varions misfortunes; they 
are inattentive to the dangers which ſur- 
round them, and this is frequently a real 
advantage; an advantage, which, if we did 
not all poſſeſs in ſome degree, our mortal 
life would be a ſtate of conſtant ſuffering; 
and it is probably for this reaſon, that the 
Creator has concealed futurity from -our 
view. N 

But the moſt fearleſs do not, neither can 


they, enjoy that rational tranquillity which 
proceeds from the conviction of being in a 


ſtate of ſecurity which nothing can alter. 
Such a ſtate is inconſiſtent with this life; 
and therefore it is evident that we cannot 
here enjoy that ſpecies of tranquillity, of 
which that ſtate alone can be'the ſource and 
foundation, 

It 
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It is only by looking forward with confi- 
dence to a perfect and eternal ſtate, that we 
can acquire real tranquillity here below. 
Notwithſtanding our natural repugnance to 
pain, and eyery kind of adverſity, ſuch is 
the force of religion, that by her powerful 
influence we may conquer that repugnance, 
whenever it would interfere with our duty; 
and we ſhall not only prove our religious 
courage when we are called forth to active 


exertions, but we ſhall | poſleſs the more dif. 


ficult virtue of paſſive fortitude, which will 
induce us to ſubmit with patience and reſig- 
nation to every apparent misfortune, and 


even to rejoice in it. Then only can we en- 


joy a tranquillity in ſome meaſure reſembling 
the felicity of heaven, when © caſting all 


our care” upon Providence, in the full 
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aſſurance that © He careth for us,” we 
build our confidence on this inconteſtable 
principle, that whenever Gop permits mis- 
fortunes to befal a virtuous man, it is only 
as the means of increaſing his future happi- 
* neſs; becauſe that, according to the admi- 
rable arrangements of his wiſdom and good- 
neſs, © all things ſhall work together for 
good to them that love Gop.“ | 
In heaven, where pain and ſorrow ſhall 
be no more, and © death ſhall be ſwallowed 
<upin victory,“ we ſhall feel a ſweet ſe- 
curity that every danger is paſt, and that 
we ſhall enjoy for ever thoſe pleaſures which 
are at the right hand of Gop: treaſures 
immortal and immutable, eternal in the 
cc heavens, where neither moth nor ruſt doth 


* 1 Pet. v. 7. 1 Rom. viii. 28. | my Cor. xv. 34. 
| MT &« corrupt, 
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& corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
“ through nor ſteal.” - 

This perfect ſecurity is ſo neceſſary to our 
felicity, that without it the greateſt bleſſings 
would become in ſome meaſure the ſource 
of miſery; and even the more deſerving 


they were of our attachment, the more 


afflictive would be the evil reſulting from 


the poſſible privation of them. 

In the world to come our deſires will not 
exceed their proper limits; and the aſſurance 
that they ſhall be gratified will render them 
agreeable ſentiments, without any mixture 

of impatience. I have already remarked, 
chat, in order to enjoy a felicity ſuited to our 


nature, we muſt have deſires: a ſituation 
without them would be inſipid. That which 
renders them painful is the fear of diſap- 
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pointment, which always accompanies them | 
here ; and fear produces impatience. But 
if we could baniſh fear, obtain a perfect 
command over ourſelves, and conſider ſe- | 
venty years as an almoſt imperceptible por- | 


tion of our duration, impatience then would | 
ceaſe; and ſuch will be our ſituation when 
we ſhall arrive in the manſions of immortality. 1 
There our deſires, being always bounded 
by. reaſon and virtue, will be always grati- 
fied: our love of pleaſure will never be at | 
variance with our ſenſe of duty. Without : ; 
doubt the principal aim of our application 
and exertions will be, to inform and improve 
ourſelves more and more, and to embrace 
every opportunity of informing, improving, 14 


and rendering more bappy, thoſe of our 
fellow-citizens in the houſhold of Gop, who 
may not have made ſo great a progreſs as 

: ourſelves, 
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ourſelves, or to whom we can be in any 
degree uſeful. We ſhall joyfully ſacrifice 
our own particular gratifications to our ſocial 
and generous ſentiments, whenever circum- 
ſtances, or our own affection and benevo- 
lence, require ſuch a ſacrifice; and this will 

greatly heighten the pleaſure which we ſhall 
| derive from our noble and exalted ſentiments. 


Labour will be no longer neceſſary to 


procure us conveniencies and comforts. We 


ſhall neither foil nor ſpin: for we ſhall 
dwell in © a city whoſe builder and maker 
“is Gop;'?? we ſhall be clothed in that 
« fine linen which is the ri ghteouſneſs of 
ce ſaints;**? and we ſhall eat of thoſe © fruits, 
and drink of © that water of life, which ſhall 
be -< in the midſt of the new Jeruſalem.” 
Our occupations will therefore only be cal- 


® Heb. xi. 10. ® Rev. xix. 8. 
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culated to promote our felicity; but an at- 
tempt to particularize them would be abſurd, 
lince we are not ſufficiently acquainted with 
the nature of our celeſtial ſenſations, the 
degree of our faculties, or the ſpecies of 
objects which we ſhall meet with in heaven. 
There are in nature innumerable myſteries 
which are impenetrable to mortal eyes, an 
infiniry of wonderful connexions which our 
weak underſtandings cannot trace; we ſhall 
then perhaps penetrate thoſe. myſteries, and 
comprehend thoſe connexions. = 
We may frequently employ ourſelves in 
contemplating the glories of our heavenly 
abode, which will doubtleſs afford an ever- 
laſting ſubje& for admiration, St. John has 
given us, in the Revelations, a ſublime idea 
of-the magnificence of that habitation, which 
will be, as he expreſſes it, © the tabernacle 
86 of 
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« of Gop with men. The building of the 


wall of it was of jaſper, and the city was 
pure gold, like unto clear glaſs; and the 
foundations of the wall of the city were 
„ parniſhed with all manner of precious 
ce ſtones. And the kings of the earth do 
ee bring their glory and honour into it. 
There ſhall be no night there; and they 


„ ſhall bring the glory and honour of the 


ee nations into it. This figurative deſcrip- 
tion conveys to us, by metaphors adapted to 
our preſent conceptions, the moſt lofty ideas 
of the grandeur of that holy city, which ſhall 


be filled with the glory of Gop. 


The nobleſt and moſt delightful of all our 
occupations will be, to praiſe and adore that 
gracious Being, who is the author and giver 
of every bleſſing. The angels and ſaints in | 


r Rev. xxi. 3, 18, &c. | 
| heaven 
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heaven are repreſented to us as continually 
worſhipping Gop, and aſcribing unto Him 


ce glory, and honour, | and power.“ To 


ſome this perpetual adoration may appear 


weariſome; but how little do they under- 
ſtand thoſe exquiſite ſentiments which ariſe 
from a continual / meditation upon the feli- 
city we enjoy, and an uninterrupted con- 
templation of that divine Benefactor from 
whom alone it proceeds. What tranſports 
of gratitude and love will fill our hearts, 
when we ſhall behold Him, who, having gui- 
died us with his * counſel” through the paths 
| of time, has afterwards received us © to 
„ glory'ꝰ in the manſions of eternity: having 
given us, who were dead in treſpaſſes and 
e ſins, his only begotten Son, that whoſo- - 
cc ever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, 
put have everlaſting life.“ „ 
Rev. iv. 8. © Pla, Ixxiii. 242. Epheſ. ii. 1. 
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I ſhall not enlarge further on the nature 
of our celeſtial felicity, but conclude with a 
few general obſervations. 

A ſituation far inferior to that which I 
have endeavoured in ſome degree to de- 
ſeribe, would appear to many perſons a pa- 
; radiſe worthy of our deſires. There are in 
the preſent life tranquil and happy moments: 
for example; when in a fine day, in the ſo- 
ciety of choſen friends, far from the dread- 
Ls ful din of arms, ſurrounded by objects which 
flatter the ſenſes, our mind unembarraſſed 
by troubleſome affairs, and our heart free 
from reproach, we enjoy an innocent and 
intereſting converſation; or when in a peace- 
ful and pleaſing ſolitude, meditating without 
reſtraint, according to the bent of our diſ- 
poſitions, and the nature of our inclinations, 
or amuſing ourſelves with ſome other fa- 


yourite 


1 
b 
f 
. 
1 
[ 
U 
14 


158 ON THE HAPPINESS OF 


vourite occupation, we poſſeſs thoſe plea- 
ſures which are peculiarly adapted to our 
turn of mind. 
Let us ſuppoſe an entire ſecurity, a free- 
dom from the uſual evils of this life; let us 
admit a variety of pleaſures, but not ſur- 
_ paſſing in degree thoſe which I have juſt 
mentioned; let us ſuppoſe alſo, (for this is 
abſolutely requiſite) that we had no promiſe, 
nor even the leaſt notion of another life in- 
finitely preferable to the preſent; we ſhould 
then look forward with ſweer ſatisfaction to 
the eternal duration of ſuch a ſtate. 
Now, if it be true, that with the ſingle 
advantage of abſolute tranquillity, that is to 
ſay, an exemption from all poſitive evil, and 
notwithſtanding the impoſlibility of acquiring 
a proficiency in various ſciences, as being 
incompatible with the preſent condition of 
| human 
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human nature; —if it be true that, in ſuch 
circumſtances, a ſucceſſion of moderate gra- 
tifications, but little varied, and which, at 


the end of a certain number of years, would 


be · only repetitions of thoſe pleaſures which 


we had already enjoyed, could conſtitute a 
deſirable paradiſe;—what idea ought we not 


to form of thoſe celeſtial regions, where the 


leaſt of our pleaſures will ſurpaſs the moſt 
| Intereſting earthly joy; where tranquillity 
will be accompanied with an endleſs pro- 


greſs, and the aſſurance of ſucceſs in our 


ſtudies; where we may expect varied and 
increaſing enjoyments; and where conſe. 
quently, eternity, far from introducing diſ- 


guſt and languor, will add to our glory and 
felicity a more ample and more exquiſite ' 


delight? e 
The ancient heathen writers, and parti- 


cularly 
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cularly the poets, have left us deſcriptions 
of their Elyſian fields, and of the golden 
age. In the latter, ſimplicity of manners, 
innocence, peace, freedom from fatiguing 
occupations, a ſoil naturally fertile, and ſea- 
ſons mild and ſerene, conſtitute the greateſt 
*harms of the deſcription. In the Elyſian 
fields, the ſame images heightened and im- 
proved, an exemption from the humiliating 
neceſſities of our mortal ſtate, ſome plea- 


_ _ ſures adapted to our nature, repreſent to us 


another golden age, but in ſome meaſure re- 
fined. Theſe fiftions, though extremely 
 defeRtive, intereſt the moſt inſenſible hearts. 
If we purify them from the mean, the groſs, 
and the imperfect, which muſt neceſſarily 
accompany the deſcription of objects, too 
nearly reſembling thoſe with which we are 
acquainted upon earth; and if we add to 

5 tem 
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chem various advantages which the heathens 


either could not imagine, or could not repre- 
ſent in all their extent and luſtre, for want of 

ideas, ſufficiently ſublime, of the Divinity and 
his deſigns,.—theſe deſcriptions may perhaps 
be regarded as faint ſketches of the celeſtial 
felicity in its commencement. 


What the holy ſcripture tells us concern- 


ing the garden of Eden, and the ſtate in 
which we ſuppoſe mankind would have been, 
if neither our firſt parents, nor their poſte- 
rity, had ſinned, preſents a very engaging 
imagez yet this cannot give an adequate 
idea of our future paradiſe: 


- 


n er Far happier place 
«« Than this of Eden, and far happier days.” 


Man here below, even in a ſtate of inno- 

cence, and with the approbation of the Moſt 
IE | 

M High, 
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High, could be only in the infancy of his 
dignity and happineſs. Man, though inno- 
cent, would {till be but man; the earth 
would be but a garden; though we ſhould 
not be ſubje& to death, we could not in this 
world- enjoy immortality to that degree of 
which our nature would be capable. To 
confine immortals here below, would not be 
conſiſtent with that unbounded love which 
the Almighty teſtifies towards his creatures: 
to enjoy a glorious and bliſsful immortality 
we muſt have been tranſported to ſome ſupe- 
rior abode, or our preſent habitation muſt 
have been conſiderably improved, an order 
to be ſuitable to the purified nature of its 
inhabitants, when they were become equal 
unto the angels. 
But the pleaſures of our celeſtial 3 
will not conſiſt in a limited felicity, a ſmall 


portion 
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portion of joy, particles of happineſs, (if 
I may be allowed the expreſſion) of which 
we might form almoſt an adequate idea; but 


in an unbounded joy, ſurrounding us on 


every fide; in a vaſt, an immenſe felicity, 
ariſing from pleaſures innumerable and un- 
limited; in the eternal emanations of the 
power and goodneſs of the infinite Author 
of all, and in the © unſcarchable riches of 
& Chriſt; “ our dwelling will be with Gop 
in boundleſs realms of bliſs, and our ſociety, 
with innumerable multitudes of intelligent 


beings, continually advancing, as well as 


ourſelves, in wiſdom, glory, and happineſs. 
With ſuch hopes, and ſuch proſpects, we 
may not only run with patience the race 
* which is ſet before us, but we may © go 
* on our way rejoicing: looking unto 
z Epheſ. iii. 8. * Heb. xii. 1. Acts viii. 39. 
M 2 Jeſus, 
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ce Jeſus, the author and finiſher of our faith; 
<« who, for the joy that was ſet before him, 
< endured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, 
& and is ſet down at the right hand of the 
ce throne of Go. © Angels, principa- 
cc lities, and powers, being made ſubject unto 
„him.“ N 


© Heb. xii. 2. 


on THE 
HAPPINESS 
LIFE TO COME. 
CONCLUSION, 


To render this Eſſay more complete, I 
ſhall collect into one point of view, the 
principal objects of that glorious proſpect 
which eternity opens before us, as a reca- 


| pitulation and ſummary of my precedin g ob- 


ſervations and reflections; and if any of them 
have in the ſmalleſt degree engaged the at- 
tention of the reader, when only ſeparately 

conſidered, ] hope, that when thus united, 


M 3 and 
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and reflecting on each other a more glorious 
luſtre, they will produce a greater effect, 
and make a more forcible and more laſting 
impreſſion, 

'In heaven, our glorified bodies will be no 
longer ſubje& to infirmity or decay: all poſi- 
tive evil will ceaſe, Our faculties, being 
perfected to a degree of which we can at 
preſent form no idea, will bring to the ſoul 
an endleſs variety of delightful emotions. In 
the enjoyment of eternal youth and health, 
endued perhaps with modes of perception at 
preſent as incomprehenſible to us as are 
the pleaſures of viſion to a man born blind, 
our ſenſes will no longer be at variance with 
our reaſon: the corruptible body will no 
more preſs down the ſoul, but will be the 
inſtrument of its happineſs. We ſhall en- 
joy the 88 of acquiring and poſſeſſing 
; , knowledge, 
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knowledge, unallayed by any of thoſe in- 
conveniencies which accompany them on 
earth. Our faculties, talents, and aſſiſtan- 
ces, will always be equal to the ſtudies in 
which we ſhall employ them: a firm con- 
fidence of ſucceſs in our enquiries and re- 
ſearches will make them ſo eaſy to us, that 
they will be productive of pleaſure, unmixed 
with the lighteſt degree of fatigue; and be- 
ing ſecure of an eternal duration, we ſhall 
not fear any impediment to our advance- 
ment in thoſe ſublime 'attainments, which 
will be the objects of our purſuit in the 

realms of immortality. af | 
The Supreme Being will always be the 
principal object of our meditations. - Here 
below we ſee him darkly; but then we 
ſhall ſee him face to face. The attributes of 
God, the wonders of creation, the conduct 
- of 
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of Providence, the great deſigns of the Moſt 
High, and all thoſe beautiful, ſublime, and 
_ infinitely diverſified objects, in the contem- 
plation of which we feel every moment the 
weakneſs of our earthly faculties, will be 
diſplayed before us in all their luſtre. 
_ kale the fight of that immenſe ſtore of plea- 
fures, of which Gop will have given us poſ- 
ſeſſion, our boundleſs admiration will be ac- 
companied with the ſweeteſt emotions of 
gratitude and love. By the recollection of 
the paſt, thoſe evils, which can exiſt no 
longer but in our memory, will be admirably 
inſtrumental in enhancing the value of our 
happineſs, and procuring us a more exquiſite 
_ enjoyment of it. During this delightful re- 
troſpect, we ſhall look up to that Being, 
who is the author and finiſher of our faith, 
with tranſports of gratitude and love, of 
| which 
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which our moſt ardent ſenſations of piety on 
earth can give us but a faint idea. 4 
From reflecting on the paſt, we ſhall na- 
turally proceed to meditate on the future, 
and to enjoy the delightful anticipation of 
thoſe degrees of glory and felicity which we 
ſhall not at firſt poſſeſs, Admitted into the 
preſence of Go, honoured by his appro- 
bation, we ſhall ſee in Him, and in every 
thing around us, the great ſyſtem of univer- 
ſal felicity: a felicity for ever extending, 
and for ever increaſing. Gop, who knows 
our hearts, will place objects before us to 
exerciſe our nobleſt virtues, in all their va» 
riety, delicacy, and ardour. Happy in our- 
ſelves, and in the happineſs of myriads of 
our fellow-creatures, exulting in the proſ- 
pect of an eternal augmentation of excellence 
and felicity, we ſhall enjoy theſe ineſtimable 
5 bleſſings 
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pleſſings with a warmth, an energy of ſen- 
timent, which it is impoſſible to feel in this 

imperfect ſtate. er 2h 
We ſhall be ſecure of finding, in each of 
the bleſſed, every diſpoſition and affection 
towards us which can gratify our ſocial feel- 
ings, and our natural deſire to love and to 
be beloved. Strengthened by our progreſs 
in knowledge, in virtue, and in amiable ſen- 
timents; animated by the preſence of our 
heavenly Father; free from all impediments; 
ſecure from all indifference; our affection 
for each individual of the bleſſed will be 
more ardent and tender, than that which we 
now feel for the moſt beloved friend: while 
we have the greateſt reaſon to hope, that 
every tender and virtuous attachment formed 
on earth, if the object of it be really de- 
ſerving of our eſteem, will be renewed with 
augmented 


r 
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augmented ardour, and be enjoyed for ever. 
No envy, no jealouſy, can ever diſturb our 
ſocial happineſs. Every one will be con- 
tented with his own lot, every one will ſin- 


cerely rejoice in the ſuperior exaltation of 
others; and thus we ſhall in ſome meaſure 
appropriate to ourſelves all the happineſs of 
heaven. At the firſt ſight of a glorified 
ſpirit, we ſhall feel a reciprocal attachment; 
and ſhall for ever rejoice in the bleſſings of 
mutual love. 

When we ſhall reſlect on the numerous 
temptations we have overcome, and the va- 
rious afflictions we have endured, in our 
progreſs towards that felicity to which we. 
have at length attained, we ſhall enjoy the 
approbation of our own conſcience; n 
that approbation which on earth had feldbm 
been more than a conſolation in adverſity, 

| will 
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will become in heaven a pure and delightful 
pleaſure;—a pleaſure which we ſhall antici- 
pate in an everlaſting futurity; for we ſhall 
be ſecure of preſerving it inviolate, and of 
augmenting it e in the conſtant 
exerciſe of virtue. 

All theſe bleſſings will be accompanied 
with the certainty that they are ours for 
ever. In heaven, where pain and ſorrow 
are no more, and death is ſwallowed up in 
victory, we ſhall feel a ſweet ſecurity that 
every danger is paſt; while futurity preſents 
an endleſs perſpective, a boundleſs field for 
the exerciſe of the nobleſt virtues, and the 
enjoyment of conſtantly increaſing happineſs. 

Such are my ideas of the bleſſings of a 
future ſtate. I flatter myſelf that I have not 
offered, under the ſanction of the goſpel, 
any propoſitions which are not either abſo- 
| lutely 
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lately aſſerted, or clearly implied, in the 
facred writings, and with regard to my con- 
jectures, I have carefully endeavoured to 


hazard ſuch only as, founded on the attri- 


butes of Gop, on the nature of things in 
general, and on the conſtitution and ſitua- 


tion of the human race in particular, ap- 
pear to be extremely probable. If I am 


miſtaken in any of theſe ideas, yet I cannot 


err in recommending the encouragement of 


thoſe ſentiments which they tend to excite, 


and the practice of thoſe duties which they 
are calculated to enforce. 

Our life in this world is only a prepara- 
tion for the next; a ſtate of trial, and of 
f diſcipline; in which we ought, not only to 
avoid as much as poſſible every action which 
is diſpleaſing to Gow, but alſo to acquire 
virtuous habits, and a taſte for every thing 
which 
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which is rational, amiable, and worthy of a 
being who aſpires to become hereafter equal | 
unto the angels. By this principle we may ; 
try the value of all our purſuits, of all our 
pleaſures. If our intellectual and moral 
mprovements in this world tend to the per- 
fecting our felicity in that which is to come, 
it neceſſarily follows that our moſt important 
| buſineſs here below, is to enlighten our un- 
derſtanding, and to improve our heart; 
which may be as effectually accompliſhed by 
the active member of ſociety, as by the ſe- 
dentary recluſe. Religion does not oblige 
us to renounce the common occupations, or 
the innocent pleaſures of life. A proper 
attention to the former is often a great and 
important duty; and the latter are the flow- 
ers which Providence has ſcattered, in the 
narrow, and often thorny path of virtue. 
But 
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But let not the cares of this life engage our 
whole attention; let not pleaſure be conſi- 
dered as our buſineſs. In a ſtate which I 


have already called the infancy of our ex- 
iſtence, our heavenly Father acts like a kind 


and tender parent; indulging us in every 
pleaſure which is not contrary to our more 
important intereſts, but leading us to purſue 
ſuch as will form our minds to happineſs and 
virtue. 

Ihe father who conſults the real good of 


his child, will cultivate his taſte, his under- 


ſtanding, his virtuous affections, at the mo- 


ment when he appears only ſolicitous to 


amuſe him. The ſports of infancy muſt not 


be cruel; they muſt not be ſuch as feed the 


ſelfiſh paſſions, and counteract the great ends 
of education. Inſtruction may be united 


with pleaſure, and reaſon may gain ſtrength 
. while 


23 
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while fancy is amuſed. The tender guar- 
dian will never loſe fight of the permanenr 
advantage of his pupil; the child muſt re- 
member that he is born to be a man. 


Such is our ſituation on earth; and the 


compariſon may give us a faint idea of the 


gracious deſigns of our heavenly Father. 


Since the bountiful hand of Providence has 
beſtowed upon us innumerable bleſſings, and 


placed us in the midſt of objects calculated 


to gratify our various taſtes and inclinations, 
as far as is conſiſtent with thoſe great deſigns 
which regard our eternal felicity, we cannot 
ſurely render ourſelves unacceptable to Him, 
when we enjoy with gratitude the gifts he 
has vouchfafed to offer us, or exult in the 
pleaſing conſequences of thoſe virtues, which, 
by his grace, we have been enabled to per- 
form. Let the rich and proſperous rejoice 

. 1 
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in the bleſſings which Gop has given them; 
the wealth which is ſpent in relieving diſ- 
treſs, in encouraging ſcience and virtue, or 


in promoting the innocent pleaſures of ſo- 


ciety, and affording to a fellow-creature one 
agreeable hour, will not be loſt. When- 
ever we contribute to the happineſs of others, 


ve cultivate ſentiments which to all eternity 


will form a part of our own. Let philoſo- 


phy extend its reſearches, let genius indulge 


the enthuſiaſm of a warm imagination; all 


that is beautiful, all that is ſublime, in the 
productions of art, or the works of nature, 
all contribute to raiſe the mind to Him from 
whom they immediately or ultimately pro- 
ceed, and to fix the attention on thoſe more 
glorious ſcenes, where alone real perfection 
can be found. 4 3 
| N 3 And 
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And ye, whoſe hearts are formed to feel 
the ſweet emotions of friendſhip and benevo- 
lence, to you I addreſs myſelf with peculiar 
| ſatisfaction. Let not the cold maxims of 
unfeeling ſcepticiſm check your enjoyment 
of pleaſures in which angels ſhare. The ex- 
ample; the poſitive command, of the great 
Author of our ſalvation, calls us to love one 
another. . The charities of father, ſon, and 
& brother,” the tender ties of friendſhip, 
the warm philanthropy, which ſcarce col- 
« leftive man can fill,“ all are the glorious 
fruits of that religion of which the diſtin- 
guiſhing charaReriſtic is charity. Fear not 
the ſorrows which, in this ſtate of trial, will 
de blended with the higheſt tranſports which 
the human mind is capable of feeling. The 
object of your tendereſt attachment may be 
« Milton. * Vanity of Human Wiſhes. 
| _ doomed 


THE LIFE TO COME. 


doomed to ſuffer, may be removed from you 
by death; even the Saviour of the world 
wept for his Lazarus, and all his diſciples 
muſt be ready to reſign every bleſſing they 
enjoy, when they are called to take up the 

croſs and follow him. But theſe light afflic- 
tions are but for a moment: the friends who 
are parted on earth will again unite in heaven 
to part no more: the gentle heart, which 
now bleeds at the ſight of human miſeries, 


will there enjoy for ever the enchanting 


ſpectacle of univerſal happineſs. 
Theſe are pleaſures which reaſon does not 
bluſh to own, and which religion does not 


forbid us to enjoy: and ſhall we exchange 
theſe pleaſures for follies which diſgrace our 
underſtanding, and vices which corrupt our 
heart; which afford no real ſatisfaction in 
poſſeſſion, and which muſt ſoon periſh for 
N 2 ever? 
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ever? In a few years the deluſive objects of 
vanity, avarice, and ambition, will loſe their 
deceitful ſplendor; and all the glittering trea- 
ſures, which are ſo often purchaſed at the 
expence of honour and virtue, will appear 
as contemptible to the poor wretch who now 


purſues them, as the toys which amuſed his 
n. 


“ Thrones will then be toys, 

« And 5 and ſkies ſeem duſt upon the ſcale.” 

The Chriſtian, whoſe faith is fixed upon 
the happineſs of a future ſtate, is prepared 
and enabled to ſupport with unſhaken con- 
ſtancy, and entire reſignation to the will of 
Gop, the evils of the preſent life. The 
| heavieſt appear to him inſignificant ; ze 
moſt lingering, but tranſient, Far from ob-, 
ſtructing his progreſs towards the heavenly 


f Dr. Young. | c 
| _ Canaan, 
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Canaan, they will advance and accelerate it. 


He ſubmits, with religious patience and 
pious fortitude, to the deprivation of worldly 
comforts, while he truſts that he ſhall re- 
ceive a recompence for them in the realms 
of perfect happineſs. To arrive in thoſe re- 
gions of felicity, is the principal, is almoſt 


the ſole object of his deſires, One ſtep in 


the way which leads to heaven, is produc- 


tive of far greater advantages than a thou- 


ſand directed only towards the acquiſitions 
and pleaſures of this world. Thoſe © trea- 
60 ſures” which are © laid up in heaven,” 
are the only * true riches.” Io connect 
religion with every circumſtance in life, to 
make it the companion of our gayeſt as well 


as our graveſt hours, is to purſue the path 


which will conduct us to real and permanent 


6 Luke xvi. 11. 


felicity: 
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felicity: it is to ſecure a preſent ſatisfaction, 
preferable to every other enjoyment our 
mortal ſtate can afford. The leaſt important, 
as well as the moſt material bleſſings pro- 
ceed equally from Gov, and require our 
grateful acknowledgments; and we cannot 
truly enjoy any pleaſure which we do not 
ſincerely believe to be authoriſed by Him 
cc who giveth us richly all things to enjoy. % 
The purſuit in which we cannot aſk his pro- 
tection muſt be criminal; the pleaſure for 
- which we dare not thank Him cannot be 
innocent. This habitual piety appears to 
be theproper offering of a Chriſtian; who 
| ought to be always employed in the ſervice 
of Gop, and who fulfils his will, as much 
when he enjoys with gratitude the bleſſings . 
he has given, as when he ſupports with for. 


1 Tim. vi. 1). : 


titude 
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titude the trials which are ſent by the ſame 
all- gracious hand. 12 

We are too apt to yield to indolence in 
virtue, and to negligence in piety; which 
may be productive of the moſt fatal conſe- 
quences. They are the moſt common, and 
at the ſame time the moſt dangerous, ſpiri- 
tual diſeaſes of the ſincere Chriſtian, They 
inſenſibly lay the ſoul aſleep, and that ſleep 
threatens us with death. The moſt reli- 
gious man requires frequent admonitions and 
precautions againſt thoſe enemies of his ſoul. 
On this account St. Peter thus addreſſes 
himſelf to his fellow-chriſtians: I will nor 
“be negligent to put you always in remem- 
e brance of theſe things, though ye know 
< them, and be eſtabliſhed in the truth. 
„Vea, I think it meet, as long as I am in 
this tabernacle, to ſtir you up by putting 


”, « 


6 you 


* 
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« you in remembrance. - Moreover, I will 


* endeavour that ye may be able, after 
c my deceaſe, to have theſe things always 
« in remembrance.” 

Let us then exert ourſelves with courage, 
with ardour, and an uninterrupted perſeve- 
Trance, to acquire all the glory, all the felicity, 
of which we can be ſuſceptible in the life to 
| come: forgetting thoſe things that are be- 
6 hind, and reaching forth unto thoſe things 
* which are before,“ let us © preſs towards 
% the mark, for the prize of the high calling 
« of Gov in Chriſt Jeſus.” Let us not 
e faint; but, though our outward man 
« periſh,” let us pray that © the inward man 
* may be renewed day by day.” Then 
&« our light affliction, which is but for a 
00 moment, ſhall work out for us a far 


* 2 Pet. i. 1a, 13, IS» 1 Phil. iii. 14, 15. 
more 


[1 * 
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more exceeding and eternal weight of 


* glory: while we look not at the things 
* which are ſeen, but at the things which 


« are not ſeen; for the things which are 


« ſeen, are temporal, but the things which 


are not ſeen, are eternal.” 


m 2, Cor. iv. 16, 17, 18. 


AV THE END. 
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